
MEEKATHARRA

COMMUNITY AWARDS

Another year of
celebrat ing al l  the

hard work the
community members
of Meekatharra have
done throughout the
year.  Find out more

inside!
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KJ Matthews 
Chief Executive Officer 

Saturday, 22 July 2023
Saturday, 19 August 2023

Saturday, 16 September 2023
Saturday, 14 October 2023

Saturday, 18 November 2023
Friday, 15 December 2023
Saturday, 20 January 2024
Saturday, 17 February 2024

Saturday, 16 March 2024
Saturday, 20 April 2024
Saturday, 18 May 2024
Saturday, 15 June 2024

 SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 

SCHEDULE OF MEETING DATES, TIMES AND LOCATIONS
JULY 2023 TO JUNE 2024 

ORDINARY MEETINGS OF COUNCIL 

All meetings are held in Council Chambers located at the corner Main & Savage Streets
Meekatharra and commence at 9:30am (except the 15 December 2023 meeting which

commences at 2:00pm). 

AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETINGS 
Audit Committee Meetings will be arranged as required by the CEO in

consultation with the Shire President. 

In accordance with section 5.25 of the Local Government Act 1995 and regulation 12 of the Local
Government (Administration) Regulations 1996 the scheduled Shire of Meekatharra Ordinary Meeting

dates for 2023/24 are as follows: 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting
publication, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material
contained in this publication are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they
purport to be the correct advice on any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the
basis of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication without first considering, and if
necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon the applicability to their particular circumstances.
Accordingly ,no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of
the Meekatharra Dust, for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment
or advice contained herein.

GENERAL DISCLAIMER
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The airport will be closed from Sunday, March 10th until
Sunday, March 31st to undertake resealing of all pavement

areas at the aerodrome.

There will be no aircraft movements permitted during this
time, including aviation fuel sales and bulk shire diesel sales. 

There will be exception for RFDS (Royal Flying Doctor Service)
emergency medical evacuations.

The above dates are indicative only and maybe affected by
inclement weather or logistical supply issues.

For further inquiries please contact the airport manager at
0417968115.

Thank you for your understanding. 

CLOSURE ANNOUNCEMENT
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WHAT'S CURRENTLY HAPPENING IN MEEKA?



Svenja Clare
A Fond Farewell to

For those in the Meekatharra community that
don’t already know the news – we are saying a
fond farewell to our Community Development
and Services Manager, Svenja Clare! Svenja
has been an integral part of the Meekatharra
community for over 13 years, since first arriving
as an adventurous backpacker from Germany
in 2009 with the intention of travelling around
Australia. As we all know, that plan didn’t quite
work out as she found herself captivated by the
unique charm of Meekatharra and, more
significantly, she met her future husband Pete.

Since that meeting, Svenja has called
Meekatharra home. Together with her husband
Pete, she has forged a life here with the
community of Meekatharra full of adventures
and has become an integral part of the local
community. Our small outback town that was
once a pitstop became the backdrop for a love
story and the canvas on which Svenja painted
the chapters of her unique and enriching life.
Prior to working with us at the Shire of
Meekatharra, Svenja firstly worked at Glenayle
Station and indulged in her passion of
photography where she documented and
showcased the ‘Hay Run’ from Sherwood
Station. This also laid the foundation for a
profound connection to the country, its people,
and the diverse landscapes that would later
become the backdrop to her life in
Meekatharra.

It was while working at Farmer Jacks in town
where she met the love of her life (Pete) and
shortly afterwards they were married. Their
journey, woven with commitment and
community dedication, reflects a love that not
only enriches their lives but also leaves an
indelible mark on the town they call home. 



Svenja also volunteered at St Johns with Pete and
continues to do so with a commitment and passion
that is respected by all those in the community as well
as all the other agencies she has contact with in her
volunteering capacity. Meeka Goes Green (MGG)
was also a keen interest for Svenja, where she was
instrumental in founding the organization that focused
on sustainability. Svenja's commitment to creating a
greener Meekatharra reflects her genuine care for the
community.

Svenja came to work at the Shire of Meekatharra
about 13 years ago as our Customer Services Officer
that marked the beginning of her vibrant and
energetic career with the Shire. Fast forward over the
years, and Svenja’s dedication and innovative spirit
propelled her to embrace every challenge with
enthusiasm that turned opportunities into milestones.
In a testament to her leadership potential and
community passion, she eventually ‘ascended’ to the
role of Community Development and Services
Manager. 

In bidding you a fond farewell as you embark with
Pete on a new chapter and adventure in your life, we
can't help but reflect on the incredible journey that
brought you from the distant landscapes of Germany
to the heart of Meekatharra in Western Australia. The
miles may separate your place of birth from this small
outback town, but the impact you've made in our lives
will never leave us, no matter where you go from
here! Wishing you all the happiness, fulfillment, and
continued success on the path ahead. You're not just
saying goodbye; you're taking a piece of Meekatharra
with you, just as you've left an everlasting piece of
yourself here with us. Here's to your next adventure,
Svenja—may it be as incredible as the journey you've
shared with us, and remember it’s not Goodbye but
merely Bon Voyage until the next time!

KJ Matthews – CEO

Ps – we couldn’t really write this article without
mentioning your love of food – well it’s a passion
really! For Svenja her love is like an open door…to a
really good bakery! 





Peter Clare
Thank you,

And let’s not forget the reason why Svenja got stuck
in town in the first place: Pete! 

Pete, from being an Ambo volunteer, to being
involved in running the Golf Club, and previously
assisting the Race club, Speedway and Rifle Club
also, and most especially your time in Farmer Jack’s -
you have surely impacted the community positively
and greatly.

Though your time with the Shire wasn’t long, you
have been part of this community longer (17 years!).
We will truly miss your humour and your positive
outlook in life. Your laughs and voice will be very
missed in our community
.
It’s time to say goodbye, but we think goodbyes are
sad, and we’d much rather say hello. 

Hello to a new adventure!

We wish you and Svenja well to this new chapter of
your life.

We cannot wait to see you both visit Meekatharra in
the future.



One of the most important buildings in our town,
our beloved Town Hall is a multi-purpose space
where your team, or family can utilize to whatever
way you think it'll fit. This space can accommodate
up to 250 people.

This facility unfortunately cannot be booked online.

Please contact us directly at 9980 0600 or email us
at cso@meekashire.wa.gov.au for any enquiries
or bookings.

Town Hall

Looking for a space to use for a big event in town?

The Sporting Complex and Oval might be the
space for you. With it's luscious grass and wide
field, accompanied with an indoor space to keep
shade when needed, this space can accommodate
up to 50 people indoors.

This facility unfortunately cannot be booked online.

Please contact us directly at 9980 0600 or email us
at cso@meekashire.wa.gov.au for any enquiries
or bookings.

Sporting Complex and Oval

Lloyds Plaza Conference Room is a state-of-the-art
conferencing facility set to accommodate up to a
maximum of 25 people. Hire fees are $12.50
(including GST) per hour, minimum of 4 hours hire.

This facility can be booked online. Alternatively,
please contact us directly at 9980 0600 or email us
at cso@meekashire.wa.gov.au

Available in 
Town

Community Facilities

Lloyds Conference Room

Lloyds Plaza Conference Room

Town Hall

Sporting Complex and Oval



The gym is located at the Sports Grounds off Landor
Road behind the Club Rooms and is able to be
accessed between 5am-10pm. 

This unmanned gym has all the equipment you will
need and more to complete your workout. To access
the gym a swipe card is needed from the Shire Office.

Access is restricted to 16 years old and above

Opening Hours 
5am - 10pm

For any enquiries, please contact us directly at 9980
0600 or email us at cso@meekashire.wa.gov.au

Fees & Charges (as of July 2023, subject to change)
$20 once-off sign up fee + then only $32 per month
Concessions available
Fees apply for lost cards

Gym

swimming pool

The Meekatharra War Memorial Swimming Pool is
located centrally in town on Main Street. A much loved
community asset, it’s the perfect place to cool off during
summer, socialise with friends or enhance your fitness.

Opening Hours 
1 October to 31 March each year

Monday - Friday
12pm to 6pm
6pm to 7pm - Adults Only

Saturday - Sunday
11am to 6pm

Fees & Charges 
Daily, weekly & full season passes available for
children, adults and families. Concessions available. 
‘Pool for School’ policy in place, rewarding school
attendance with free entry to the Pool.
Enquire at the Shire Office for details or on 9980 0600
or email us at cso@meekashire.wa.gov.au.



The Meekatharra Squash Court is located behind the
Club Rooms at the Sports Ground off Landor Rd. The
key and light tokens are available from the Shire Office. 

This is an unmanned facility and is able to be accessed
between the noted opening hours below.

Opening Hours 
Temporarily out of action, repairs in progress.

Fees & Charges
(As of 1st July 2022)

Court Hire - $10 (per hour/token)
Key Bond - $50 (cash Only)

We do not hire equipment (racquets, balls etc.)

For any enquiries, please contact us directly at 9980
0600 or email us at cso@meekashire.wa.gov.au

Squash Court

The Tennis Court is located at the Sports Grounds off
Landor Road and is a free facility to use for the
community.

This is an unmanned facility and is able to be
accessed between the noted opening hours below.

Opening Hours 
5am - 10pm

Fees & Charges
(Court Hire - No Charge
Lights - $10 per hour
Key Bond (lights) - $50 (Cash Only)

We do not hire equipment (racquets, balls etc.)

For any enquiries, please contact us directly at 9980
0600 or email us at cso@meekashire.wa.gov.au

Tennis Court



The Basketball Court is located at the Sports Grounds
off Landor Road and is a free facility to use for the
community. There are regular events held by the Youth
Services Team at the Basketball Courts.

This is an unmanned facility and is able to be accessed
between the noted opening hours below.

Opening Hours 
5am - 10pm

Fees
Court Hire - No Charge
Lights - $10 per hour
Key Bond (lights) - $50 (Cash Only)

For any enquiries, please contact us directly at 9980
0600 or email us at cso@meekashire.wa.gov.au

Basketball Courts

The Kidzone and Youth Centre is always open on both
School Terms and School Holidays for any after school
programs for the youth in Meekatharra to use and
connect with others.

Both spaces have adults that are able to supervise and
guide the youth in what they want to do. There are
facilities and resources there that are well equipped for
the youth to use.

Kidzone welcomes children from age 5-11 years old,
while Youth Centre welcomes youth from age 12 to 18.
All youth is welcome to come and even bring their
friends or siblings with them.

Opening Hours 
Kidzone & Youth Centre: 3pm till 5pm, everyday
Monday to Friday
Youth Centre: 6 till 8pm everyday Monday to Friday

For any enquiries, please contact us directly at 9980
0600 or email us at cso@meekashire.wa.gov.au

Kidzone & Youth Centre

Youth Services Team: Lachlan, Jayda, Andrea,
Whitney, Ashanta, and Andrew (from left to right)



The Meekatharra Public Library is located at the
Shire Office and is combined with a small museum.
The library is a great resource and is available to all
members of the community. The library contains a
comprehensive collection of fiction, and non-fiction
books, large print books, audiobooks, and DVDs for
adults and children. There is a regular exchange of
books to ensure up to date and varied stock. 

A selection of new books is displayed on our
feature tables until the next supply of stock arrives. 

A large variety of resources are available upon
request and include titles in audio formats, larger
print, books written in languages other than
English, and an extensive DVD collection.

You can also avail for the following:
Membership - There is no cost for library
membership for all residents of Meekatharra. 
Visitor Membership - Visitors can become a
member of the Meekatharra Library. The
requirements are the same as for residents.
Borrower Rights - Please bring your library
card when borrowing or renewing items. You
can borrow a combination of books, audiobooks
or DVDs. Items can be borrowed for three
weeks. 

Open from 8:00am to 4:30pm Monday to Friday.

Meekatharra Public Library is located at 54 Main
Street Meekatharra
Ph: (08) 9980 0600
Fax: (08) 9981 1505
cso@meekashire.wa.gov.au

Library &

Museum

https://www.meekashire.wa.gov.au/museum.aspx
mailto:cso@meekashire.wa.gov.au


Meekatharra
Community
Awards 2024

Community Happenings

We acknowledge that January 26 means
differently for different people, but here in
Meekatharra, we celebrating our community and
the amazing things that people contribute to the
town. We are a small community, and not without
our challenges, but we are a good community
with a lot to celebrate. Those nominated for
awards on that day are only a portion of the
people who regularly go above and beyond.

The Meeka Community Awards were created to
acknowledge and celebrate all the positive things
happening in Meekatharra and give the
community a chance to nominate those people
doing great things.

We had a great response from the community
and we would like to thank all those who took
their time to nominate a fellow community
member, acknowledging those who do great
things in the community.

The nominations were taken to the Shire of
Meekatharra Council where the Councillors
decided from the nominations who won in each
category. Thank you to the Councillors, I am sure
this was a very hard decision with so many
talented and exceptional people nominated. 

Thank you to our sponsors; Australian Vanadium
and Shire of Meekatharra. This would not have
been possible with your support. Thank you to Cr
Wesley Ward for presenting the awards, and
Nanna Wanda for doing Welcome to Country
and thank you to those who supported this event
and worked behind the scenes to make it all
happen.



The Winners for the Meekatharra Community Awards 2024 are the following:

Community Member of the Year - Timika King
Young Person of the Year - Malcolm Ryder (Not present)

Volunteer of the Year - Steve Smith
Emerging Leader of the Year - Malcolm Ryder (Not present)
Community Contributors of the Year - St John's Ambulance

Community Choice Award - Youth Focus

Congratulations to all! It was all well deserved and we cannot wait to keep seeing what
you do for our community.

Timika King and Cr Wes Ward Steve Smith and Cr Wes Ward

St John’s Ambulance 
and Cr Wes Ward

Youth Focus and Cr Wes Ward





For more information please contact our Community Hub Coordinator
Email: communitycoordinator@yulella.org.au

Phone: 0499 462 829

F O O D  F O R  T H E  M O B  

T R A N S P O R T
S E R V I C E S  F O R

A P P O I N T M E N T S
S O C I A L
P A R T I C I P A T I O N  
C L A S S E S

Y A R D  &
G A R D E N I N G

S E R V I C E S  

H O U S E
C L E A N I N G  

Core Services
We are now able to assist NDIS participants

with their Core Service needs. 





Tommy!
You’re one tough cookie,

On behalf of the Shire, we 
would like to extend our best 
wishes and for a speedy recovery to Tommy! We
hope your recovery is quick and easy. Before
you know it, you’ll be dancing like a pro again.

You’re one of the strongest people we know, we
are all certain that you can overcome this terrible
injury! All of our love as you recover.

RECOVERY!RECOVERY!
SPEEDYSPEEDY

We wishWe wish
you ayou a
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202420242024
MarketsMarketsMarkets

April 13
May 11
June 8
July 13
August 10
September 21
October 12
November 9
December 10

If you would
like to set-up a
stall or have
questions, please
do not hesitate
to speak with Jo
at the CRC.



From 1 July 2023

Department of Transport Servicing

Tuesday 9am to 1pm

Thursday 9am to 1pm

And when the Testing officer is visiting.

Please not that for people from Stations,
Wiluna or Burungurra.

We will be able to help you when you come in.

-Jo from CRC



Boxing Workshop
Youth Centre

During the summer school holidays of 2024, the Meekatharra Youth Centre ran a boxing workshop with Jake
Peacock. The workshop ran over 2 days and the kids took to it like naturals, with the afternoon finishing off
with some one on one sparring. Due to it being such a hit with the kids (pun intended) Jake came in earlier the
following day to run some one on one sessions with everyone. Some of the standout young boxers were
Kaylarni, Wes and Dylan, and Jake handed out hand wraps to reward them for their efforts. The Youth Centre
will definitely be running another workshop with Jake in the future!



Photo from: wanderingwarwickswonderment.wordpress.com

Located at:

77 Main Street, 

Meekatharra, 6642

Facilities:

Hotel/ Motel 

Pub

Bottle'o

Outdoor Beer Garden

Air conditioned Dining Room

Commercial 

Hotel

Meekatharra

We serve excellent 
counter meals daily

Lunch

12 noon - 1:30 pm 

(Mon-Sat)

Dinner

6-8 pm 

(Sun-Sat)

Accommodation includes

- 18 Modern Motel units with 
en suite, Tv, & Air con-

-Located at the rear of Hotel 
with enclosed parking-

-Traditional Hotel rooms with 
TV & air con-

-Located upstairs in 
original building-

For bookings and enquiries:

Telephone

99811020

Email 

commieh@westnet.com.au

Website 

www.commercialmeeka.com.au

Motel Rooms

Motel Rooms

Beer Garden

Pub





UPDATES!
Youth Centre

UPDATE #1

We now have a full team in the Youth
Centre, it is composed by Kadi, our new
Youth Officer, Kealy as our Youth Sports &
Rec Officer, and our awesome casuals
Emily, Chris, Adrian, and Robbie and of
course Margie and Jo at the Kidzone. We
thank you all for your patience during the
closure of the Youth Centre during the time
that we were short-staffed, thank you all!

UPDATE #2

IMPORTANT!
We are now starting to roll-out a
Registration Form for parents and
guardians of the young people that goes to
the Youth Centre and/or Kidzone to fill-in.
This just helps us keep track of the
children, and if there are any emergency
that arises we know who to contact. We
hope that we can get your support behind
this.

UPDATE #3

A Girls room and more programs are on
the works!

UPDATE #4

Please see on the next page of our
program for this coming month til early
March!
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CREATIVELY FLOWS THROUGH MEEKA!
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OTHER HELPFUL INFORMATION ABOUT MEEKA



VOL_NTEER
WE NEEDU

wa.gov.au/volunteering

D C 1161





SIZE COLOUR B & W

Full Page $74.05 $52.10

Half Page $43.10 $26.70

Quarter Page $24.65 $16.50

Eighth Page $18.50 $13.95

The Meekatharra Dust is a newsletter produced by the Shire of Meekatharra each month
that highlights local events and helps to distribute news locally. The Newsletter reaches
hundreds of people each month through the copies sold around town, copies sent in the
mail, and those viewed online. 

Local non-for-profit organisations are able to receive free advertising. 

If you wish to advertise in the Meekatharra Dust please get in contact with us on
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au. 

Prices (from 1st of July 2022)

advertising in the

Meekatharra Dust

Exciting news! A wonderful three-bedroom
residence is now available for sale right
here in our own backyard in Meekatharra.
Priced at a reasonable $85,000, this home
offers a fantastic opportunity for those
looking to settle into our peaceful
community.

Key Features: 
Air-conditioned bedrooms and living
area 
Charming pergola for outdoor
enjoyment 
Spacious double garage for
convenience 
1012m2 allotment for ample space

For more details and to make this house
your home, contact Murray Fraser at 0407
381 37 or 9921 4455. 

Let's keep this gem within our community!

Property for Sale





Where can I volunteer?
Volunteering Opportunities

St John Ambulance
When you become a St John Ambulance volunteer, you’ll be
part of the welcoming team that’s changing lives. Training
occurs on twice a month on a Wednesday evening. To get
involved contact the Midwest paramedic on the email below
or sign up online on the St John Ambulance website. We offer
different roles such as Volunteer Ambulance Officer,
Volunteer Support Role or Committee membership.

Contact Details:
Email - cp.midwesteast@stjohnwa.com.au
Website - https://stjohnwa.com.au/changelives
Address - 69 Hill Street

SES
Whether providing on the ground support or raising
community awareness, Western Australian State
Emergency Service (SES) values people who can use
their varied skills and experiences to act in a wide
range of roles.

Contact Details:
Email - ralfpeg@westnet.com.au
Website - https://ses-wa.asn.au/ 
Phone - 9980 1617

(State emergency services)

VFRS
Your commitment to becoming a volunteer firefighter is
greatly appreciated by the community and your fellow
team members. As a volunteer firefighter, you will gain
satisfaction and personal rewards through developing
skills that will assist you in all facets of emergency
operations and prevention risk management.

Contact Details:
Email - Meekatharravfrs@bigpond.com
Website - https://www.vfrs.asn.au/becomeavolunteer
Phone - 9981 1164
Address - Corner High and Hill Streets

(Volunteer Fire and Rescue) Golf Club
The Meekatharra Golf Club is located on Goldfields
Highway 3km out of town. The green may not be so
green but this course is a great facility for our town. The
club meets annually in May for the Meekatharra Golf
Open and plays regularly on Sundays.

Contact Details:
Phone - 0428 699 685

Gymkhana
To join or volunteer for the Meekatharra Gymkhana
Club you would either contact a club member or come
along to one of our meetings which are usually held
twice a year on dates that are advertised beforehand
usually via social media.

Contact Details:
Email - meekagymkhanaclub@outlook.com
Phone- President: Tracy Elliot 99812938, 
Vice President: Nikki Garrity 0457152911,
Secretary/Treasurer Tammie Garrity 0477146007

Meeka FM Radio
The local Meeka radio station is call Meeka FM 98.3
and is run by volunteers here in town. Meeka FM plays
the Radio MAMA (Midwest Aboriginal Media
Association) program. More information can be found
on the Radio MAMA website below. 
 
Contact Details:
Email - meekafm98.3@gmail.com
Facebook - Meeka FM 98.3 Community Radio Station
Website - https://www.mama.net.au/ 
Phone - 9981 1358
Address - 68 Hill Street

In need of Volunteers?
Let us know if you would like to take this
space here to call upon possible volunteers!

Contact us at 9980 0600 and look for Larra, or
email us at cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au to
get in touch.

Speak soon!

mailto:cp.midwesteast@stjohnwa.com.au
https://stjohnwa.com.au/changelives
mailto:ralfpeg@westnet.com.au
https://ses-wa.asn.au/
mailto:Meekatharravfrs@bigpond.com
https://www.vfrs.asn.au/becomeavolunteer
mailto:meekagymkhanaclub@outlook.com
mailto:meekafm98.3@gmail.com
https://www.mama.net.au/


 Summer Crossword 
Read the clues and complete the crossword.

2

4

3

1

3

Across Down

1- A bright celestial body that radiates
warmth and light, often associated with
sunny and hot summer days.
2- A lotion, cream, or spray that
protects the skin from the harmful
effects of the sun's ultraviolet (UV) rays,
often used during outdoor summer
activities.
3- A frozen treat enjoyed on hot summer
days.

1-  A refreshing activity where people
cool off by jumping into a pool or body
of water.
2- A natural phenomenon when the sun
disappears below the horizon in the
evening.
3- A sandy or pebbly shore by the
ocean, sea, or lake, where people often
go to swim, sunbathe, and relax during
the summer months.
4- A body of water where people go to
swim and relax.



Subscriptions
If you would like to subscribe to the Meekatharra Dust,
simply complete the form and send your payment to
us.

Subscription Price is $39.65

Subscriptions are for a 12-months period. Including GST
and postage costs. Alternatively, you can get a free copy
online via our website. If needing assistance, please give
our office a call.

TO: The Meekatharra Dust
PO Box 129,
Meekatharra WA 6642

NAME: ___________________________________
POSTAL ADDRESS: ________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________


