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Calling for Submissions 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is always looking for new submissions to be added to the community newsletter. We are chasing 
articles about things happening around town. If you have any articles with information about any upcoming community 
events then we want to hear from you! 
The Shire of Meekatharra will pay $100 for articles that are related to Meekatharra. Articles include short stories, poems, 
photos or similar. Get in contact to find out more about this opportunity.  
“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit community newspaper. The Meekatharra Dust is published during the first week of 
each month. The deadline is the 24th of the previous month. 
If you have an article, a photo you would like to share or an advertisement, you can post them to: PO Box 129, Meekatharra 
WA 6642  or drop them in at the Shire office.  Alternatively, you can email us at: cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting 

publication, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material 

contained in this publication  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they 

purport to be the correct advice on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the 

basis of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary 

taking appropriate professional advice upon the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no 

responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra 

Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment or advice 

contained herein. 

Advertising in the Meekatharra Dust 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is a newsletter produced by the 
Shire of Meekatharra each month that highlights local 
events and helps to distribute news locally. The 
Newsletter reaches hundreds of people each month 
through the copies sold around town, copies sent in the 
mail, and those viewed online. If you wish to advertise in 
the Meekatharra Dust please get in contact with us on 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au.  
 

Prices (from 1st of July 2022) 
 

Local non-for-profit organisations are able to receive free 
advertising.  

Size Colour Black & White 

Full Page 

27cmx18cm 
$74.05 $52.10 

Half Page 

13.5cmx18cm 
$43.10 $26.70 

Quarter Page 

13.5cmx9cm 
$24.65 $16.50 

Eighth Page 

9cmx6.75cm 
$18.50 $13.95 
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Dear Readers, 

Welcome back to another edition of the Meekatharra Dust! 

In this edition you will find photos from the mural painting, AstroTourism star gazing event, NAIDOC Week and infor-

mation for ratepayers about the Shire’s budget. 

In August we have the new Youth Focus Young Men's Program starting up, more information on page 10. The Youth 

Centre and Kids Zone are back to their normal school term program, the term three program is below, don’t miss out on 

the awesome activities they have planned. 

It is hard to believe that the Festival is on again next month, make sure you are in town for the weekend. The Friday 

night (23rd of September) is the Country/Western themed ball and the Sunday afternoon is fireworks, rides and other 

fun activities for the family at the Side Show. This is not to be missed. More information on these events is on the 

Shire’s Facebook page and in the Dust on page 3. 

Until next time, stay safe everyone. 

The Editor 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 



6 

 

CEO COUNCIL MESSAGE 

Welcome to the August 2022 edition of The Dust CEO Council 

Message Report that provides information for all residents 

regarding the Council ordinary meeting that was held on the 

16th of July 2022 as well as the Health, Building and Town 

Planning Committee meeting that was held on the same day. 

This section of The Dust is intended to provide a snapshot of 

the issues discussed at Councils Ordinary Meetings that are 

held each month.   

The unconfirmed minutes of Council Meetings are placed on 

the Council website as soon as possible within the prescribed 

time limit whereby they are confirmed at the next scheduled 

Council Meeting. Furthermore, items listed on the agenda 

when published for the community may not include all the 

items that were discussed at the Council Meeting, as 

provision is made for councillors and/or staff to introduce 

late items for consideration as permitted by legislation and 

Councils Standing Orders. Therefore, the following 

resolutions are only an extract of the full meeting agenda 

with the entire meeting proceedings being available in the 

official Council Minutes that are confirmed at the next 

meeting of Council.  

 

Items from the Shire of Meekatharra Health, Building & 

Planning Meeting 16 July 2022  

Item 7.1.2 – Community Development & Services Manager 

Report 

That the Community Development & Services Manager’s 
report be accepted. 

The above resolution included an update on several projects 

that the Community Development & Services Manager and 

staff were engaged in, such as: 

 Entry Statement 

 Mural Town Wall 

 Lions Park 

 Town Planning Scheme revision 

 Picture Gardens 

 Swimming Pool Works, and 

 Median strip in town main street 

 

Items from the Shire of Meekatharra Ordinary Meeting 16 

July 2022  

Item 11.1 – Excision of Land from Reserve 15815 for Power 

Generation 

That Council: 

 Support the excision of a portion of land from reserve 
15815 as the preferred site to support the creation of 

a new Crown reserve for the purpose of ‘Electricity 
Generation’ and issue a management order to 
Regional Power Corporation, otherwise known as 
Horizon Power; 

 Should this land be unsuitable, Council agree to 
the excision of a portion of land instead; 

 Make this decision subject to the condition of an 
Easement in Gross being granted for access to the 
effluent waste pipeline traversing this land;  

 Advise Horizon Power and the Department of 
Planning, Land and Heritage of the above decision 
accordingly.   

 

The above resolution confirms Councils endorsement of the 
application from Horizon Power for the excision of part of 
Reserve 15815 that extends the current facility and will 
further support the energy generation facility. 

 

Further Information Snippets 

 Annual 2022/23 budget adoption – Council has 
completed its 2022/23 budget process with 
Ministerial Approval for the proposed differential 
rating having been granted on 20/7/22 that allowed 
Council to formally adopt the 2022/23 budget at a 
Special Meeting held on the 21st of July 2022.  

 Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act Workshop – the Shire 
President and staff members attended the Aboriginal 
Cultural Heritage Act workshop held on 20/7/22 that 
provided an update on the new Aboriginal Cultural 
Heritage Act 2021 and community consultation input 
to the draft Regulations being developed. It is 
expected that the Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Act will 
be proclaimed by parliament in July 2023. 

 Meekatharra Airport Pavement Works – Council will 
undertake major airport runway, apron and taxi way 
pavement works towards the end of this year. 
Assessment of the airport pavement areas is currently 
underway that will inform the extent of works 
required. The community will be informed of when 
the works are expected to commence and expects 
little disruption to flight schedules at the airport. 

 

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council is scheduled for 

9.30am on Saturday the 20th of August 2022 and the next 

CEO Council Message column will appear shortly after this 

meeting in the September 2022 edition of The Dust to 

provide information from this Council meeting as well as 

general information updates to the community. Until the 

next edition Bye for Now! 

 

KJ Matthews – CEO 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on 

bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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Meekatharra hosted the Mid West Development Commis-

sion’s (MWDC) board meeting in June.  

Following their board meeting in the Council Chambers, the 

group went for a tour around town to view current and up-

coming projects and sites.  

Merewyn Templeton, Director of Nursing, provided a guided 

tour around the Meekatharra Hospital highlighting the cur-

rent capabilities and future plans encompassing the new hos-

pital that’s due to be built in the next few years. 

The Goldfields Highway, the last remaining partially 

unsealed state highway, was the next stop on the list 

before the board members were shown a number of 

locations in town such as the Picture Gardens, the 

Lions Park area and the proposed medium term domestic 

violence accommodation. 

The board then had the pleasure of meeting local Buttah 

Windee artist Andrew Binsiar and viewing his extensive 

portfolio of paintings. 

The next and last stop for the day was Peace Gorge, one of 

the Murchison Georegion sites that is popular with locals and 

visitors alike. 

MWDC VISIT 

Left to right: Shire CDSM Svenja Clare, MWDC Senior Executive Assistant Kylie Paine, Board Member Hayley Wells, Shire CEO 

Kelvin Matthews, Shire President Harvey Nichols, Board Member & Acting CEO Anne Finlay, Chair Rob Houwen, Board Mem-

ber Caris Collard, Board Member Emma Foulkes-Taylor and (not in photo) Board Member Andrew Greaves Jr. 
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Helen Ansell, an artist currently living in Mullewa, 

came to Meekatharra in the middle of July to paint 

the amazing mural of a bungarra, coglas, pink and 

white everlastings, eremophilas, sennas, flannel bush 

flowers, spinifex and cotton bush. 

Helen grew up in Meekatharra and based the mural 

off what she experienced while living in this region. 

The mural was painted by Helen, her 

team, the youth centre, local people and 

tourists. Everyone came together to 

brighten up the this are of town for the 

community to enjoy. 

The mural is located next to the pool 

where the old mural of the school bus 

was. Its really brightens up the space 

and is a new, vibrant part of Meeka-

tharra.  

The Youth Centre as part of their 

school holiday program came down 

each morning to help out. They all 

thoroughly enjoyed the experience and 

got to make their mark on Meeka in 

such a positive, creative way. 

An art exhibition was held by Helen, catered by Mama 

Moon’s Bakery, after the mural had been completed. 

It was a great way to end the week of painting by ad-

miring Helen’s work and having the chance to buy 

prints, original paintings, picnic blankets, tea towels 

and more. 

MURAL 
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As usual the school holidays were packed with activities for 

the youth centre participants. 

The holidays started off with NAIDOC Week, a week of activi-

ties put on by Youth Focus, Yulella, Mission Australia and the 

Shire to celebrate. Youth Focus put on a Youth Ball for the 

kids to get all dressed up, dance, play games and eat dinner 

together. Yulella put on a community day with lunch and 

bouncy castle. Mission Australia put on a traditional lunch at 

Welcome Park. So many events were held over the week for 

the whole com-

munity to en-

joy. 

Nick from Infin-

ity Skate came 

up to host 

skating lessons at the skate park. Nick has been to Meeka-

tharra several times over the years and has built great rela-

tionships with the staff and kids. The skate program teaches 

the kids the importance of safety, keeping the skate park 

clean and the basics of skating. 

The Youth Centre joined in on the mural painting with Helen 

Ansell and had a blast creating the latest art work in Meeka. 

Helen was able to help the kids learn how to paint within the 

lines and new techniques to create the amazing work. 

Storm Co came up to support the Youth Centre for a week of 

fun activities with the young people. Storm Co have been 

involved with the Youth Centre for a number of years and 

have been a big part of the  school holiday programs. The 

Storm Co volunteers come in to build relationships with the 

kids and run activities alongside the Youth Centre staff. 

SCHOOL HOLIDAYS AT THE YOUTH CENTRE 
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 WHERE YOUR RATES GO 

 BUDGET HIGHLIGHTS 

 CAPITAL WORKS EXPENDITURE  

 

RATING INFORMATION 

Council resolved  to increase the rates in the dollar  for the 

2022/23 financial year for all categories. After Three years of 

no increase in the rate in the dollar. 

The interest rate for overdue rates and service charges re-

mains at  7% for the 2022/23 Financial year.  Interest charged 

on instalments is  5.5%  

 

REFUSE COLLECTION CHARGES 

Rubbish service charges have not increased. 

 

PAYMENT OPTIONS 

Instalment  options offered are in accordance with both Local 

Government Act 1995 Sections 6.45 and 6.50(3) and the Lo-

cal Government (Financial Management) Regulations Sec-

tions 58 to 69. 

Option 1: Payment in full by a single instalment 

 Due date is 02 September 2022 

Option 2: Payment by four equal instalments 

 (plus interest and administration charge of $15) 

Instalment Due Date: 02 September 2022  

Instalment Due Date:  06 November 2022 

Instalment Due Date: 12 January 2023 

Instalment Due Date: 18 March 2023 

Option 2 is only available if previous rates have been paid in 

full. Rubbish charges are spread over all instalments. 

Note: if first payment is not received within 35 days of issue 

date, the instalment option cannot be utilised. Administra-

tion charges do not apply to pension card holders. 

Payment can be made via bank transfer, EFTPOS, Cheque or 

Cash. Please refer to the rate notice for details. 

Alternative payment arrangements for ratepayers suffering 

financial hardship may be available.  

 

OBJECT OF RATES 

The Shire of Meekatharra works to ensure that the local com-

munity runs smoothly. We administer various laws and regu-

lations to help maintain and improve services and facilities 

for the community. These services include infrastructure, 

community services, sporting and recreation services, town 

planning, public health, environmental protection and waste 

collection. The rates you pay allow the Shire of Meekatharra 

to fund these services. 

Some projects that Council have approved for the 2022/23 

budget are: 

· An additional $1m has been allocated to the Maintenance 

Grading program to lift the quality of our roads .  

· Over $8M in Road Construction - including $2.1M for Ash-

burton Downs Road and $4M for the continuation of road 

works on Landor Road (both partly funded by the state and 

federal government) 

· $1.1M for upgrading the Airport Runway 

· $103k in Picture Garden upgrades (new toilet block, upgrad-

ing electrics, surface for kids to sit on) 

· $190k for landscaping, seats and tables and BBQ for the 

Lions Park area  

· $100k for Indoor Cricket Centre upgrades  

· Nearly $170k for Youth Centre and Kids Zone upgrades  

· Over $3.4m for new plant purchases and replacements in-

cluding a  camp accommodation,  roller and  various vehicles 

and plant are  budgeted for sale/trade-in in this financial 

year. 

· $266k for  repairing and repainting swimming pool basins. 

 

INTEREST ON OVERDUE RATES AND CHARGES 

An annual interest rate of 7%, calculated on a daily basis will 

apply to all overdue rates.  If no election has been made to 

pay by instalment, interest on unpaid rates will accrue after 

35 days from issue of rates notice.  Penalty interest of 5.5% is 

also charged for late payments on instalments. 

SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 2022/2023 

MUNICIPAL BUDGET  
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ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 

Ratepayers experiencing difficulty in paying rates and charges 

are asked to contact Council’s Finance Officer as soon as pos-

sible before the due date to discuss alternative arrangements 

(e.g. Centrelink deductions).  Special payment plans may be 

able to be arranged to suit your situation. 

OBJECTIONS AND APPEALS 

Appeals can be lodged against the accuracy of Council’s 

rating details or  the  rating valuations used  in  assessing  

rates.   The  appeal procedures vary but do not negate the 

normal responsibility to meet payment within the prescribed 

time limits.  The Valuation of Land Act sets out the manner in 

which objections may  be instituted as regards valuations.  

Objections must be lodged with the Valuer General's Office 

within  60  days  of the issue of a Notice of Valuation and 

Rate. Regardless, rates  must be paid,  but are subject to ad-

justment if an objection is successful.  Further information 

regarding rate valuations and lodging an objection can be 

found on the Rates link on the Shire website  

www.meekashire.wa.gov.au   

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR OWNERSHIP 

It is a responsibility of the owner to ensure that the Council is 

notified in writing within 22 days of the sale/disposal of prop-

erty.  Advice as to changes of address are necessary to ensure 

correct service of rates notices. 

RATE NOTICE QUERIES AND PENSIONER ELIGIBILITY 

If you have any queries relating to your rate notice or would 

like to know more about pensioner eligibility please contact 

us. 

EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY 

The Emergency Services Levy (ESL) is a State Government 

charge applicable to all properties in WA, which is invoiced 

and collected by local governments on behalf of the Depart-

ment of Fire and Emergency Services (DFES).  The ESL pro-

vides the majority of funding required for career and volun-

teer Fire & Emergency Service brigades, DFES multi-function 

brigades/units, Bush Fire brigades and State Emergency Ser-

vice units. 

The amount of ESL to be collected, and the applicable rates 

and charging parameters, are declared annually by the Minis-

ter for Emergency Services. 

For more information please refer to the ESL section of the 

DFES website www.dfes.wa.gov.au or call  1300 136 099. 

 

 

 

WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM 

AND HOW IS IT SPENT? 

Income Sources 

($12,728,449) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operating  Expenditure 

($7,644,907)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capital Expenditure  

$17,481,342 
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Australian Partners of Defence (APOD) works with busi-

nesses and organisations of all sizes to deliver exclusive 

offers to our members that recognise and acknowledge 

the unique nature of their military service. 

We deeply understand the sacrifices that defence fami-

lies make on the home front and on the front line and 

have made it easy for businesses to securely communi-

cate exclusive offers and benefits in a meaningful way. 

Say a real “thank you for your service” with exclusive 

offers for defence families. 

Defence discounts are good for business 

Everyone knows that defence people are loyal and will 

support those who support them. But it can be a chal-

lenge for businesses to know how to reach them. What 

organisations may not realise is that it is just as hard 

for defence and veteran families to find out about you. 

This is where APOD comes in. 

With APOD, members don’t have to go searching for 

businesses that support them and businesses don’t 

have to waste time and resources on costly marketing 

campaigns either. 

APOD effectively bridges the gap between businesses 

and the military community, by providing a platform so 

that veteran families know where to look to easily find 

and securely access your exclusive offers that are just 

for them. 

In addition to promoting goodwill for your organisation 

by supporting those that serve, providing defence dis-

counts is an effective way to engage defence and vet-

eran families and build customer loyalty for your 

brand. Partnering with APOD can assist your organisa-

tion to effectively: 

1. Build an exclusive offer to reach and resonate 

with military families 

2. Easily verify your customers’ eligibility to access 

defence discounts 

3. Securely communicate your exclusive offer 

across multiple channels 

4. Achieve secure and seamless redemption both 

in-store and online 

5. Provide your customers with a personal and 

rewarding experience 

6. Spread goodwill by increasing customer satisfac-

tion and repeat sales 

 

How APOD Works 

Business offers are listed on APOD’s closed member 

website and can only be viewed and redeemed by reg-

istered APOD members. 

Online offers can be redeemed using a unique link and/

or a promotional code. For in-store offers, APOD mem-

bers are required to show a physical APOD card or digi-

tal APOD voucher at point of sale, in addition to a Vet-

eran Card. 

Veteran Cardholders can also take advantage of all the 

benefits already available through APOD via a DVA li-

cence to APOD. This means that Veteran Cardholders 

who set up a member login / who opt-in will be able to 

view and redeem these exclusive offers for the defence 

and veteran community via APOD’s online directory.  

 

AUSTRALIAN PARTNERS OF DEFENCE 
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Meekatharra was lucky enough to have 

AstroTourism come to town and give us 

a tour of the night sky, tell us about the 

new telescope and let the community 

use their telescopes to see Saturn, the 

moon and a few constellations.  

The night started off with dinner 

cooked by our Youth Services team 

then a presentation from AstroTourism 

staff, Riley. Shire President Harvey 

Nichols did a welcome speech and 

Amanda Shar did a very special Wel-

come to Country.  

The presentation was about the new 

SKA telescope built in the Murchison, 

how it worked and why it was built in 

the region. The Murchison is one of the 

best places in the world to use tele-

scopes due to the remoteness and lack 

of light pollution. The view of the stars 

is so clear and the astronomers are able to do some of the 

next work from this area.  

We also learnt about black holes, galaxies, the moon, other 

planets and so much more. Everyone walked away knowing a 

few more things about the night sky and how small Earth is 

compared the galaxy and sun. 

After the presentation there was a tour of sky, the astrono-

mers and volunteers showed us different constellations like 

the Southern Cross, Scorpio and Sagittarius. As well as ways 

that the constellations were once used all over the world. 

There were six telescopes that everyone was able to look 

through, the astronomers and volunteers all had something 

different to look at. For those of us who stayed late enough 

we were able to catch a glimpse of Saturn and its rings, an 

amazing sight to see the very clear image. 

A big thank you to the team who came up, the staff who 

made it happen and all the sponsors; AstroTourism, ICRAR, 

Curtin University, WA Government, UWA, SKAO and CSIRO. 

ASTROTOURISM STAR GAZING 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

August 2022 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

1 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Diabetic Educator 

@ Clinic 
 

Pediatrician 
@ Hospital  

 
 

2 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

3 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Adults Sports 

6pm-8pm 
@ Oval 

 
360 Health & 
Respiratory 

Educator 
@ Clinic 

4 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 

5 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

6 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

7 

8 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Midwife 
@ Clinic 

 
 

9 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
Midwife 
@ Clinic 

10 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change  
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Adults Sports 

6pm-8pm 
 

11 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

12 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Tech Training Night 

5pm-9pm 
@Community Hub 

 
 

13 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Markets 

9:30am-1pm 
 
 

14 
 

15 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

 

16 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
ICDC Care Team 

@ Hospital & Clinic 
 
 

17 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Adults Sports 

6pm-8pm 
 
 

18 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
 
 
 
 

19 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Respiratory  
Physician 

& Cardiology 
@ Clinic 

 
 

 
 

20 
 

Ordinary Council 
Meeting 9:30am 

 
Containers for 

Change 8am-12pm 
 

Meeka Goes Green 
Recycling  

9am-11am 
 
 

21 

22 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

 

23 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
 

24 
KindiLink 

11am-1pm 
 

Containers for 
Change 

 
Adults Sports 

 
360 Health  

@ Clinic 
Optometrist 
@ Hospital 

25 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
 

 
 

26 
 
Tech Training Night 

5pm-9pm 
@Community Hub 

 
KindiLink 

10am-12pm 
 
 
 
 

27 
 

Containers for 
Change 8am-12pm 

 
Meeka Goes Green 
Recycling 9-11am 

 

28 

29 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Midwife 
@ Clinic 

 
 
 
 

30 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
Midwife 
@ Clinic 

 
 

1 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Adults Sports 

6pm-8pm 
 
 

2 
 

On Country 
Education 

9am-11:30am 
 

Ranger 4 Life 
3pm-5pm 

 
 

 
 

3 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 
 
 

 
 

4 
 

Containers for 
Change  

8am-12pm 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 

5 


