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Calling for Submissions 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is always looking for new submis-
sions to be added to the community newsletter. We are 
chasing articles about things happening around town. If 
you have any articles with information about any upcoming 
community events then we want to hear from you! 
The Shire of Meekatharra will pay for articles that are relat-
ed to Meekatharra. Articles include short stories, poems, 
photos or similar. Get in contact to find out more about 
this opportunity.  
“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit community news-
paper. The Meekatharra Dust is published during the first 
week of each month. The deadline is the 24th of the previ-
ous month. 
If you have an article, a photo you would like to share or an 
advertisement, you can post them to: PO Box 129, Meeka-
tharra WA 6642  or drop them in at the Shire office.  Alter-
natively, you can email us at: cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting publica-

tion, and are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material con-

tained in this publication  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they pur-

port to be the correct advice on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the basis 

of any matter, comment or advice contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary tak-

ing appropriate professional advice upon the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no 

responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra 

Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party acting in reliance on any matter, comment or advice con-

tained herein. 

2021/2022 Council Meeting Dates 

The dates for Ordinary Council Meetings of the Shire of Meekatharra for 2021/22 are: 
17th of July 2021 

21st of August 2021 
18th September 2021 

16th October 2021 
20th November 2021 

17th of December 2021 at 2pm 
15th of January 2022 
19th February 2022 
19th of March 2022 

9th of April 2022 
21st of May 2022 
25th of June 2022 

All meetings are held in the Shire of Meekatharra Council Chambers at 9:30am unless otherwise stated. Last day to submit 
items for Council Meetings is Friday, 4:30pm two weeks before the Council Meeting occurs. 

Advertising in the Meekatharra Dust 
 
The Meekatharra Dust is a newsletter produced by the 
Shire of Meekatharra each month that highlights local 
events and helps to distribute news locally. The News-
letter reaches hundreds of people each month through 
the copies sold around town, copies sent in the mail, and 
those viewed online. If you wish to advertise in the 
Meekatharra Dust please get in contact with us on 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au.  

Pricing (from 1st of July 2021) 

Local non-for-profit organisations are able to receive free 
advertising.  

Size Colour Black & White 

Full Page $74.05 $52.10 

Half Page $43.10 $26.70 

Quarter Page $24.65 $16.50 

Eighth Page $18.50 $13.95 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE—DOGS! 
There have been a number of issues around stray and wandering dogs again in Meekatharra. Unfortunately, this has led to 

more very difficult conversations being held, and emotional decisions made to surrender family protectors. 

Many of these problems could have been avoided if owners kept their dogs contained as required by our law, and if written 

notifications of breaches or concerns had been provided to the Shire earlier. 

It is a fact of life unfortunately that some people will always disregard the law.  Some people simply don’t have the resources 

to keep their dogs contained.  These excuses, however won’t be accepted. 

The Dog Act (1976) states – 

31. Control of dogs in certain public places  

 (1) A dog shall not be in a public place unless it is —  

  (a) held by a person who is capable of controlling the dog; or 

  (b) securely tethered for a temporary purpose, 

   by means of a chain, cord, leash or harness of sufficient strength and not exceeding the   

   prescribed length. 

This means that your dog MUST ALWAYS be on a lead when outside your yard.  To not comply leaves you open to a fine of 

$200 each time your dog is found unleashed outside your yard.  Strictly speaking, this includes places like Peace Gorge, and 

other regularly used dog exercise areas around Meekatharra. 

When dogs do stray, it is vitally important that people in the community voice their concerns, in the right way.  Your confiden-

tiality is assured if you come to the Shire office to fill out the complaint form.  This form is essential and critical to our ability to 

take further action.  We can’t act on an email or phone call complaining about a wandering dog, or on a Facebook post.  We 

need the written complaint before we can act.  This is a legal process after all. 

All written complaints are taken seriously and investigated. 

The current fine for not keeping your dog contained is $50, although the advertised proposed Dog Local Laws prescribe a fine 

of $200.  This can add up very quickly when the dog is a serial stray.  

The Shire of Meekatharra generously provide subsidies to desex dogs to health care card holders.  This is another key piece in 

the approach to ensure no dogs are destroyed.  A single female on heat will attract a number of aggressive male dogs and it is 

very likely at this point they will form a pack.  This is a situation we want to avoid at all costs, and can be avoided by having 

your dogs desexed.  For Free.   

Come to the Shire to get your voucher at any time. 
By being considerate of our neighbours and stopping dogs from barking at night, by making sure dogs are contained in a yard, 

and by registering and neutering your pets, we can all enjoy the comfort of a companion, and guard. 
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The rain in February was lovely! Those cool days were a welcomed break from the heat. Last month was a busy 

one with back to school activities and life returning to normal, well a new normal, after the summer break. 

Western Australia is heading into a new phase of public health measures with the border opening on March 3rd. 

The level two restrictions start from March 3rd and will include updated requirements on masks and social dis-

tancing. In an indoor setting everyone aged year three and above will be  required to wear a mask, usual exemp-

tions apply. There will be restrictions on home gatherings, hospitality venues, entertainment venues and other 

public places. Information on the restrictions can be found on the WA Government website. 

The WA Health Department have give the Shire Pulse Oximeters to hand out to people in the community for 

those who are most vulnerable. Check out page 9 for more information and to see if you are eligible. The Pulse 

Oximeters have a limit of one per household and are used if a telehealth appointment is required due to COVID-

19 risks. 

This month’s MARG Meeting will be held online on the 9th of March at 9:30am for community members, 11am 

for services. For the foreseeable future all meetings will be held online. 

Yoga was meant to start up this month, but has been put on hold until future notice. Check out page 32 and 33 

for great ways to exercise in Meeka while still being safe. 

The Editor 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 
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Welcome to the March 2022 edition of The Dust CEO Council 

Message Report that provides information for all residents 

regarding the Council ordinary meeting that was held on the 

19th of February 2022. This section of The Dust is intended to 

provide a snapshot of the issues discussed at Councils Ordi-

nary Meetings that are held each month.   

The unconfirmed minutes of Council Meetings are placed on 

the Council website as soon as possible within the prescribed 

time limit whereby they are confirmed at the next scheduled 

Council Meeting. Furthermore, items listed on the agenda 

when published for the community may not include all the 

items that were discussed at the Council Meeting, as provi-

sion is made for councillors and/or staff to introduce late 

items for consideration as permitted by legislation and Coun-

cils Standing Orders. Therefore, the following resolutions are 

only an extract of the full meeting agenda with the entire 

meeting proceedings being available in the official Council 

Minutes that are confirmed at the next meeting of Council.  

Items from the Shire of Meekatharra Ordinary Meeting 19 

February 2022  

Item 9.3.1– Local Laws Review 2021    

That the Council of the Shire of Meekatharra resolves to un-

dertake to the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legis-

lation that: 

When the Shire of Meekatharra Dogs Local Law (2021) is next 

reviewed,  

1. amend clause 3.4(b) to delete the word 'proposed' and 

replace it with 'application'. 

2. Ensure any consequential amendments arising from 

undertaking 1 will be made. 

3. Where the local law is made publicly available by the 

Shire, whether in hard copy or electronic form, ensure 

that it is accompanied by a copy of the undertaking. 

AND 

The Council of the Shire of Meekatharra resolves to undertake 

to the Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation 

that: 

When the Shire of Meekatharra Cemeteries Local Law (2021) 

local law is next reviewed: 

1. Insert full stops at the end of clauses 6.1(3), 9.3(2), 9.6

(c), 9.7(2), 9.8(1), 9.8(2) and 10.2(3) in clause 9.14, 

change the reference to clause 9.14 to clause 9.12 

2. Correct the heading to Schedule 3 to read 'Withdrawal 

of Infringement Notice' 

3. Ensure any consequential amendments arising from 

undertaking 1 will be made 

4. Where the local law is made publicly available by the 

Shire, whether in hard copy or electronic form, ensure 

that it is accompanied by a copy of the undertaking. 

The above resolution confirms Councils undertaking to the 

WA Joint Standing Committee on Delegated Legislation to 

amend the relevant local laws at the time of the next local 

laws review. The Local Laws have come into effect at the 

date of gazettal. 

Item 9.3.2 – Extraordinary Election – Postal or In Person Elec-

tion 

That Council: 

Confirm the date for the extraordinary election to be Satur-

day 14 May 2022, and 

Confirm that the extraordinary election will be conducted as 

an in-person election and that the CEO is the Returning 

Officer for the election in accordance with section 4.20 of the 

Local Government Act 1995.  

  The above resolution is a result of the resignation of Coun-

cillor Phil Moses effective from the 10th of February 2022. 

The resignation requires an extraordinary election to be held 

in accordance with section 2.32 (b) of the Local Government 

Act 1995 to fill the remaining term of Councilor Moses until 

October 2023. Council has resolved that the extraordinary 

election be held as an ‘in person’ election. More information 

regarding the extraordinary election process can be obtained 

from the CEO that includes forthcoming advertising. 

Item 9.4.1 – Town Mural Project 

That Council approve the proposed design as presented by 

Helen Ansell to be painted on the wall opposite the Shire 

Office on the corner of Savage and Main Streets, and endorse 

the project completion in the 2022 financial year. 

The above resolution confirms Council approval for the Town 

Mural Project to proceed with the design by Ms Helen Ansell 

being endorsed. The mural painting will be on the wall at the 

corner of Savage and Main Streets to replace the existing 

mural.  The replacement mural is intended to be iconic to 

Meekatharra surrounds. A copy of the mural design is availa-

ble for viewing by contacting Council office. 

Further Information Snippets 

 Lions Park Development – the community would have 

seen the progress of the Lions Park project, especially 

since the Christmas period. This has included a clean 

CEO COUNCIL MESSAGE 
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up of the area and ground work preparations for the 

reticulation, laying of turf and trees, and pathways. 

Regular updates will be provided to the community 

regarding progress. 

 Landor Meekatharra Road – Council has submitted an 

application to the Building Better Regions Fund Round 

6 for the completion of bitumen sealing of the remain-

ing 44.9 km of the Landor Meekatharra Road.  

 Staff recruitment – several staff changes have oc-

curred over the last few months, mainly in the office 

administration area. Mrs Svenja Clare has been ap-

pointed as Councils Community Development & Ser-

vices Manager, replacing Ms Tralee Cable who left the 

Shire’s employment in February. Council is also cur-

rently advertising for its DCEO to replace Ms Krys East 

who will be departing the Shire’s employment in mid 

March after a long and dedicated service to the Shire. 

Advertising for two other vacant positions (Executive 

Assistant & Records Officer and Assistant Finance 

Officer) have recently closed with appointments ex-

pected to be made shortly.  

The next Ordinary Meeting of Council is scheduled for 

9.30am on Saturday the 19th of March 2022 and the next 

CEO Council Message column will appear shortly after this 

meeting in the April 2022 edition of The Dust to provide in-

formation from this Council meeting as well as general infor-

mation updates to the community. Until the next edition Bye 

for Now! 

KJ Matthews - CEO 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on 

bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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In the relentless heat of summer, it can sometimes be hard to 

think of the weather as “ideal”, but Meekatharra is blessed 

with ideal vegetable growing weather almost all year round. 

There are lots of reasons to consider growing vegetables at 

home – can’t find something specific that you would like at 

the supermarket? Growing it means you can put whatever 

you like on your plate. Nothing could be fresher than taking a 

vegetable straight from the garden into the kitchen. Watch-

ing your plants come to life as you water and tend to them is 

very rewarding and a great living classroom for your kids to 

see how plants grow.  

We are fortunate to live in an age where we can just walk 

into a supermarket that nearly always has enough fresh fruit 

and vegetables to keep us going, but that wasn’t always the 

case. In years gone by, if you couldn’t bring it with you on 

your horse, or find it in the bush yourself, you didn’t eat it. As 

you read the news of supply chain crunches affecting super-

market shelves in the city, it is good to think about ways you 

can shelter yourself from those problems in the future. True, 

it is a lot of work to wean yourself off buying food, and far 

more work than most people are willing to put in, but grow-

ing something yourself is a good way to feel a connection to 

your food supply and build some self-reliance. It is very satis-

fying knowing that something you’ve put on your plate has 

made it there through your own work! 

The basic elements of your next vegetable garden are some 

space with easy digging soil (you will not be able to grow any-

thing in hard rock), some easily accessible water from a tap 

nearby, and a little bit of shade. Most home food crops will 

need some amount of afternoon shade, especially in our 

warmer months. You don’t have to build a big shade struc-

ture, simply planting in the path of shade from a tree will be 

enough to begin with. If it gets a shadow from the tree in the 

afternoon, it will stop your plants from getting too dry and 

burnt. So much of what goes into a vegetable garden is 

all around us every day! 

Now that we have decided where to put our garden, we 

must consider what foods we would like to put on our 

table. Think of some delicious foods you would like to 

use regularly – if you make a lot of salads, lettuce and other 

leafy greens such as spinach or rocket are an ideal starting 

point. Many of the typical summer crops will thrive in the 

Meekatharra weather and can even be grown a little earlier 

in the year thanks to our warm days and sunny afternoons. 

Think tomatoes, peas, beans and cucumbers. Have a look on 

the seed packet to see when the ideal time for planting is.  

Now that we are coming out of the worst of the heat, consid-

er getting some winter plants in at this time so that you can 

pick them in the cool months. You should be aware that our 

short, mild winter makes it harder for plants such as broccoli 

or cabbage to really develop. They rely on the cold to form 

their heads and are best left to the cooler southern climates 

to grow reliably, though you may still be able to pull it off as 

you get more experienced in your gardening journey.  

You would be surprised how well our iconic red dirt will sus-

tain your vegetables with enough water, but you will likely 

need to supplement your plants nutrition with some fertiliser 

or compost. Starting to compost your kitchen waste is not 

only good for your garden, but reduces our use of the rubbish 

tip and puts some of the nutrients in those food scraps back 

into the cycle of growth. Composting is the practice of break-

ing down food scraps and other organic material such as lawn 

clippings, leaves and even paper or cardboard into a healthy 

addition to your soil. This homemade, sustainable fertiliser is 

about as good as it gets for ensuring you grow the crunchiest 

carrots and sweetest peas.  

You can opt to purchase a compost tumbler, or find some-

thing to recycle into a composter you could make yourself. 

Old plastic 44 gallon drums can be used for this purpose – 

just make sure they are clean and safe first! Many people 

have used IBC pods to make compost in and a large bin could 

do in a pinch. The key elements to your composting will be 

keeping it oxygenated by turning over with a pitchfork regu-

larly and ensuring it does not dry out by spraying with water 

VEGETABLE GROWING 
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every couple of days. Composting is somewhat of a game of 

patience - after a while, you will be able to see your old 

smelly scraps turning into a lush and rich addition to your 

garden. Adding compost to your garden bed will provide a 

flood of good nutrients to help your plants grow. If you would 

like to learn more about how to make the best compost, you 

can do some further research on the ratio of “greens” to 

“browns” – this is how much fresh and green produce can go 

in with old, crunchy things like dried leaves or cardboard.  

A lot of people find watering their garden every day to be a 

simple joy – a great way to start your morning with a cup of 

tea. Then there are those who might not feel like they have 

the time in their busy days to water the garden – a tap timer 

setup with some sprinklers is a good way to make sure that 

you don’t forget to give your vegetables a drink while they 

are still in the ground.  

You can make vegetable growing as big or as small as you 

like. Start with some mint in a pot and see how easily you can 

bring the dirt to life! Once you start to see new shoots and 

build your garden seed by seed, you will see just how good it 

feels.  

Lived in the Outback for a long time and have some tried and 

tested growing tips? Share your thoughts and ideas with us! 

Write on our Facebook page (Meeka Goes Green), come to 

the Recycling Centre on Railway Street (Saturdays 9-11am–

such a great volunteering opportunity!) or send us an email 

to meekagoesgreen@gmail.com 
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The rain at the start of the month was lovely, the lightening 

put on a show for us and the rain changed Meeka for a day or 

two.  

Wayne, the Shire’s Customer Service Officer, went out and 

took some photos of all the water around town. It was hard 

to recognise Meeka for a minute there.  

Wayne went to the creek, which has overflowed, and 

down Savage Street. There was water everywhere, the 

rain gives a certain feel around town. 

According to the Bureau of Meteorology  Meeka re-

ceived 43.8mm between the 11th of February to the 

16th of February, with the biggest downpour on the 12th 

with 19mm. Compared to a total of 9.4mm  in February 2021. 

Thanks for sharing the photos Wayne! 

RAIN RAIN RAIN 
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Whether you are new to town or want to  start doing more 

exercise you will be covered in Meeka.  There are a variety of 

ways to increase your physical fitness in town. 

We are very lucky to have a great Sporting Complex located 

off Landor Road. This area has an oval, gym, tennis court, 

squash court and basketball court. 

The Meeka gym is an excellent resource for the town. The 

gym is located at the sports complex behind the Club Rooms 

and is able to be accessed between 5am-10pm. This un-

manned gym has all the equipment you will need and more 

to complete your workout. To access the gym a swipe 

card is needed from the Shire Office. Due to new man-

dates, proof of vaccination will need to be provided be-

fore entry is granted. This can be done at the Shire Office. 

The gym is restricted to 16+. You will find pictures, a list 

of gym equipment and prices on the Shire of Meekatharra 

website. 

The squash court is located next to the gym at the sports 

complex. Pictures and pricing are located on the Shire web-

site as well. The squash court is a great asset for the town, 

plus it is fun to play! 

The oval, tennis court and basketball court are a free facility 

for the community to use although there are charges for use 

of the lights. These courts are used often by the Youth Ser-

vices team and other competitions around town. 

EXERCISING IN MEEKA 

Above and Left: Gym 

Above: Town Creek 

Right: View from the Lookout 
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If walking best suits you then check out the Creek Trail, Look-

out Trail and Town Heritage Trail. Maps for each of these 

trails can be found on the Shires website. 

The Creek Trail is an easy 3km walk around Meeka’s creek 

running alongside Main Street. The trail starts at the Infor-

mation Bay (opposite the Auski) and takes you north towards 

the end of town. Along the way you will find interpretive pan-

els which explain Meekatharra’s deep history and might just 

teach you and thing or two. 

Lookout Trail starts at the same place as the Creek Trail but 

takes you on the Landor Road before heading up the Look-

out. There will be interpretive panels along the way as well, 

so you can exercise and learn at the same time! The Lookout 

has magnificent views of the town and its surrounds. 

The Town Heritage Walk takes you through the main parts of 

town looking at the historic buildings and places that made 

Meeka what it is today. You will be able to see the old bak-

ery, Masonic Hall, the first primary school, and other signifi-

cant places. This trail starts at the Information Bay as well 

and ends with a look at the mosaics.  

The Meeka Memorial Pool is a great way to cool off and get 

in some physical exercise at the end of the day. The 33m pool 

is ideal for swimming laps, there is adult hour from 6pm-7pm 

Monday-Friday where a number of people swim some unin-

terrupted laps. The pool is only open until the end of March 

so get all your swimming out of the way while you can.  

There are heaps of places to exercise in town and of course 

some of these places are also great to explore. 

Above: Basketball Court 

Right: Tennis Court 

Above: Squash Court 

Left: Swimming Pool 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

March 2022 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

28 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 

1 
 

GRAMS Midwife 
@Clinic 

2 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

3 
 

Level 2 Public 
Health Measures 
Introduced State 

Wide 

4 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

5 
 

Containers for 
Change 

8am-12pm 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

6 

7 
 

Labour Day 
Public Holiday 

 

8 
 

Diabetic Educator 
@Clinic  

 

9 
 

Online MARG 
Meeting 9:30am 

 
KindiLink 

11am-1pm 
 

Containers for 
Change 

12:30pm-4:30pm 
 
 

10 
 

 

11 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

12 
 

Containers for 
Change 

8am-12pm 
 

Meeka Goes Green 
Recycling  

9am-11am 
 

CRC Markets 
9:30am-1pm 

 

13 
 

14 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Renal Nurse & 

GRAMS Midwife 
@Clinic 

15 
 

GRAMS Midwife, 
360 Health & ICDC 

Dietitian 
@Clinic 

 
ICDC Physio, ICDC 

Podiatrist & WACHS 
Physio 
@Clinic 

16 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

 
360 Health 

@Clinic 
 

 

17 
 

 

18 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

19 
 

Containers for 
Change 

8am-12pm 
 

Ordinary Council 
Meeting 
9:30am 

 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

20 

21 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Australian Hearing 

@Clinic 

22 
 

Department of 
Transport Driver 

Services  
Bookings Essential 

@ CRC 
 

23 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

24 25 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
Australian Hearing 

@Clinic 

26 
 

Containers for 
Change 

8am-12pm 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Snake Handling 

Course 

27 

28 
KindiLink 

10am-12pm 
 

Lions Outback 
Vision 
@Van 

 
GRAMS Midwife  

@Clinic 
 
 

 

29 
 

Lions Outback 
Vision 
@Van 

 
GRAMS Midwife  

@Clinic 
 

Tidman Brothers 
Optical 

@Hospital 

30 
 

KindiLink 
11am-1pm 

 
Containers for 

Change 
12:30pm-4:30pm 

31 
 

Last Pool Day for 
2021/22 season 

1 
 

KindiLink 
10am-12pm 

 
 

2 
 

Containers for 
Change 

8am-12pm 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

3 


