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More photos from the 

Meekatharra Festival on page 26 
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Calling for Submissions 

If you have any articles with information 

about any upcoming community events 

then we want to hear from you! 

“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit 
community newspaper. 

If you have an article, a photo you would 
like to share or an advertisement, you can 

post them to: 
 

PO Box 129, Meekatharra WA 6642  
 

or drop them in at the Shire office.  

Alternatively, you can email us at: 

 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $52.10 $74.05 

Half Page $26.70 $43.10 

Quarter Page $16.50 $24.65 

Eighth Page $13.95 $18.50 

meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting publication, and 

are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material contained in this publica-

tion  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they purport to be the correct advice 

on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the basis of any matter, comment or advice 

contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon 

the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of 

Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party act-

ing in reliance on any matter, comment or advice contained herein. 

Council Dates 

Dates for Ordinary Meeting of the  

Shire of Meekatharra for 2021 are -  

Meeting Date Last Date for Items 

16 January 4th 

20 February 5th 

20 March 5th 

17 April 1st 

15 May 30th 

26 June 11th 

17 July 2nd 

21 August 6th  

18 September 3rd 

16 October 1st 

20 November 5th 

17 December 3rd 
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IMPORTANT NOTICE—DOGS! 
There have been a number of issues around stray and wandering dogs again in Meekatharra during the month of 

August.  Unfortunately, this has led to more very difficult conversations being held, and emotional decisions made 

to surrender family protectors. 

Many of these problems could have been avoided if owners kept their dogs contained as required by our law, 

and if written notifications of breaches or concerns had been provided to the Shire earlier. 

It is a fact of life unfortunately that some people will always disregard the law.  Some people simply don’t have the 

resources to keep their dogs contained.  These excuses, however won’t be accepted. 

The Dog Act (1976) states – 

31. Control of dogs in certain public places  

 (1) A dog shall not be in a public place unless it is —  

  (a) held by a person who is capable of controlling the dog; or 

  (b) securely tethered for a temporary purpose, 

   by means of a chain, cord, leash or harness of sufficient strength and not exceeding the  

   prescribed length. 

This means that your dog MUST ALWAYS be on a lead when outside your yard.  To not comply leaves you open to 

a fine of $200 each time your dog is found unleashed outside your yard.  Strictly speaking, this includes places like 

Peace Gorge, and other regularly used dog exercise areas around Meekatharra. 

When dogs do stray, it is vitally important that people in the community voice their concerns, in the right way.  

Your confidentiality is assured if you come to the Shire office to fill out the complaint form.  This form is essential 

and critical to our ability to take further action.  We can’t act on an email or phone call complaining about a wan-

dering dog, or on a Facebook post.  We need the written complaint before we can act.  This is a legal process after 

all. 

All written complaints are taken seriously and investigated  

The current fine for not keeping your dog contained is $50, although the advertised proposed Dog Local Laws pre-

scribe a fine of $200.  This can add up very quickly when the dog is a serial stray.  

The Shire of Meekatharra generously provide subsidies to desex dogs to health care card holders.  This is another 

key piece in the approach to ensure no dogs are destroyed.  A single female on heat will attract a number of ag-

gressive male dogs and it is very likely at this point they will form a pack.  This is a situation we want to avoid at all 

costs, and can be avoided by having your dogs desexed.  For Free.   

Come to the Shire to get your voucher at any time. 
By being considerate of our neighbours and stopping dogs from barking at night, by making sure dogs are con-

tained in a yard, and by registering and neutering your pets, we can all enjoy the comfort of a companion, and 
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Note from the Editor 
 

Wow, September was busy! There was so much to do in town and so many visitors, it was lovely to see. 

The Festival weekend went along smoothly, with everyone enjoying the events of the weekend. More infor-

mation about these can be found on page 26 of this edition. Thanks to everyone who made these events happen 

and to those who travelled to be here. 

Youth Focus have a lot happening and it can all be found on page 24. They are holding a family fun day on the 

13th of this month for everyone to come and enjoy! 

The swimming pool is open again! More information on opening hours and fess are on page 14. 

Stay up to date on Shire news by following the Meekatharra Dust Facebook page. 

The Editor 



6 

 



7 

 



8 

 

Meekatharra Pharmacy 
72 Main Street, Meekatharra WA 6642 

IT’S HEATNG UP 

As the weather starts getting warmer, Meekatharra pharma-
cy is here to help with those pesky ailments that might start 
popping up over the next few months. 

PRICKLY HEAT 

Also known as heat rash, is an itchy, inflamed rash that can 
appear during hot weather. It commonly occurs in skin folds 
and on skin where clothing rubs. 

It can be managed by keeping cool and with the use of sim-
ple creams and powders from your chemist.  

Ear piercing at the Pharmacy 

Would you or your children like to get their ears pierced? 
We have a qualified piercing technician at the Pharmacy 
Monday – Friday! With over 30 different ear-piercing studs 
to choose from, you are sure to find ones you like. Come on 
down and have a look. 

Only $25.00 for the 1 ear and $29.99 for 2 ears. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DEHYDRATION 

Hot weather, excessive sweating and low fluid consumption 

can lead to you becoming dehydrated. Make sure you’re 

drinking plenty of fluids if working outdoors or in the heat 

this summer.  

Common signs that you are dehydrated include dark col-

oured urine, lethargy, sunken eyes, dry skin and feeling 

thirsty. 

If you need help staying hydrated, come into store and have 
a chat to our pharmacists that can provide suitable rehydra-
tion solutions.  

 

Prickly Heat Powder | Rehydration Salts 

Come into store today and meet our FABULOUS 

pharmacist Su who is here to help. 

Opening hours 

Monday – Friday 9am-5pm  

Saturday 9am – 1pm     

(P) 0899801798 

Meekatharra pharmacy offers professional advice 

and a range of products and services including web-

ster packing, Medschecks, Diabetes supplies, Sick 

certificates, Blood pressure checks, first aid supplies, 

anti-smoking, vitamins, a range of beauty products, 

perfumes, gifts and much more at great prices  
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At this time of the year everything in the garden is sprouting 
and growing and flowering – including the weeds. They’ve 
popped up everywhere! 

Whilst weeds aren’t inherently evil (they are nature’s way of 
populating disturbed or bare soil, plus some of them are edi-
ble!) they can quickly get out of control and take over our 
gardens. So if you prefer to have a highly productive veggie 
garden or a lush lawn you may find some of these weed con-
trol methods useful: 

Whipper Snippering & Hand Weeding 

The good old manual method. Rip ‘em out, chop ‘em down. 
Try and get to them before they’ve gone to seed as otherwise 
you have many sleeping baby weeds waiting in the soil to 
raise their little heads in the following season. If you pull 
them out try and get the root and all. Many plants can re-
grow from a piece of root left in the soil so the more thor-
oughly you do this the better the results. Hand weeding can 
be back breaking work. If they have already gone to seed you 
may also want to dispose of them in landfill rather than com-
post them as it needs an active, hot compost to kill those 
seed weeds – often some seeds will stay viable that can then 
be spread through the garden again. 

Don’t turn soil 

When turning over soil (when for example building a new 
garden bed and incorporating compost and fertilizers) you’re 
unintentionally exposing heaps of little dormant weed seeds. 
Whilst previously they may have been in a spot where they 
couldn’t germinate they’re now in prime position, cocked and 
loaded to spring into life and turn your new garden bed into a 
weed fest. Try and turn soil as little as possible (which also 
helps retain soil structure and beneficial fungal rhizomes that 
may already be existing). 

Mulch 

Whopping a big, heavy blanket of mulch on the soil is proba-
bly the best way to keep weeds in a garden bed under con-
trol whilst providing even better conditions for the plants 
you’re intending to grow there. Not only does it stifle the 

weed seeds of the sunlight required for germination and 
growth it also has the helpful side effects of retaining 
moisture and moderating soil temperature – very im-
portant in our hot climate here. Summer is coming! The 
best mulches are biodegradable to slowly feed your 
plants and are chunky enough to be permeable to water 
whilst keeping out sunlight: woodchips are a popular 

option but there are heaps of alternatives. 

Sheet Mulching 

If you have an area already prolific with weeds that you want 
to turn into garden beds you can use sheet mulching to sup-
press and kill off the weeds and establishing your new garden 
on top. 

 Water the ground well and apply some blood and 
bone 

 Add layers of wet cardboard (readily available at your 
friendly local recycling centre :) ) and overlap them 
generously so the weeds cannot creep through. Add a 
layer or two or three of wet newspaper for good 
measure. Completely cover the whole soil. 

 Now add layers of compost, weed free organic matter 
(e.g. lawn clippings, straw) and build the garden bed 
like a lasagne – layer after layer. Chuck in some more 
fertilizers, water each layer thoroughly and top off 
with a thick layer of mulch. 

 Give the garden bed a few days or a couple of weeks 
to settle and for the compost/soil to build, then it’s 
ready for planting.  

 The weeds under the cardboard blanket will die off, 

THE WEEDS ARE TAKING OVER 
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the layer on top will turn to a rich and biodiverse 
growth medium and the plants will eventually break 
through the layer of cardboard to tap into the soil un-
derneath. If you’re planting large plants you may want 
to make a couple of cuts in the cardboard underneath 
to help them get established. 

Crowd it out 

Most weeds love a sunny spot. You can discourage them 
from taking residence in a garden bed by crowding them out 
and creating too much shade for their liking. Establish addi-
tional larger plants or green mulches (living, spreading plants 
that take up the available space). Weeds are opportunistic – 
if you take the opportunity away they won’t come. This also 
works quite well for creeping lawns such as kikuyu and couch 
(but you may also want to put in an additional barrier to keep 
them out). 

Chickens 

If you have a backyard flock let them loose. They will hap-
pily roam the garden and peck at weeds. You may be able 
to establish a permanent run to focus their scratching and 
pecking prowess on a particular area. Why do all the work 
yourself if at the same time it can entertain and feed your 
chooks? Plus the colour of the eggs will be even more 
vibrant with all that chlorophyll they’ll be eating. 

Eat them 

As mentioned earlier many weeds are actually useful and 
edible. If they already volunteer to grow in your backyard 
why not make the most of it?  

 Purslane (the little succulent often popping up in 
lawns, also known as pigweed) can be eaten raw or 
cooked and is high in omega-3 and vitamins A and C. 
Chickens love it too! 

 Sow thistle looks a bit like dandelions, can be particu-
larly prolific and luckily makes wonderful Puha – ask 
your kiwi neighbour and they may just be able to show 
you how to turn this annoying weed into a delicious 
and healthy side dish of greens. (If you don’t have a 
kiwi neighbour you can also resort to the internet). 

 Mallow can be cooked and eaten like spinach or can 
also be used as a salad green. It’s high in calcium, iron 
and vitamin C. 

What other methods of weed control have you used success-
fully? And do you feel like weeding/whipper snippering our 
recycling yard? :) We’d love you for it. Find us on Facebook as 
“Meeka Goes Green”, email us at 
meekagoesgreen@gmail.com or pop in to the Recycling Cen-
tre on Railway Street Saturday mornings 9-11am to say Hi to 
our volunteers. Volunteering with us is easy if you’re interest-
ed! Rock up and we can show you how it works. We also run 
monthly Upcycling Workshops, first Saturday of the month at 
11am. Check out our Facebook page for this month’s work-
shop topic and location. 

https://www.abc.net.au/news/health/2016-05-12/edible-
weeds-and-how-you-can-use-them/7406004 

Left: Purslane (picture from ABC article &  eatthatweed.com)  

Above: Mallow (picture from ABC article &  eatthatweed.com)  
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on 

bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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Please ensure whilst exer-

cising your dog to pick up 

any waste and dispose of 

in the bins provided. 

FREE Waste Bags are now 

available from the Shire 

Office. 
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RED KITE 

Coles Express held their second Rede Kit BBQ fund-

raiser for  2021.  The Coles Team plan out these BBQ’s 

to raise money for Red Kite, a charity that supports 

children with cancer and their families. Coles has been 

a long term partner with Red Kite and plan different 

fundraisers to support their work. Throughout this 

fundraising week Meeka Coles Express also did a 

raffle, lucky dip and more.  

The BBQ was done by volunteers Michael, Chelsea, 

Kealy and Hayden. Plus a few Coles staff who were 

supporting the BBQ. The BBQ supplies were donated 

by Coles Express Meeka and all proceeds went to Red 

Kite. 

Peter came out in a red ‘suit’, running around to bring 

more people into the BBQ, posting on Facebook and 

celebrating the work the volunteers did throughout 

the day. 

Compared to the last fundraising Coles Meeka did, 

they raised more money for the charity this time 

around! Congratulations to everyone who was in-

volved in the fundraising, your efforts are appreciated.  
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Meekatharra ICDC vising dates for 2021 

19th October, 16th November 
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THE EARLIER CANCER IS FOUND, THE GREATER 
THE CHANCE OF SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT 
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Youth Focus would like to welcome Katherine Wright 

to the team. Katherine grew up at Doolgunna Station 

and teaches at Edmund Rice College in Bindoon. As 

well as yarning and general mental health support, 

Katherine will be offering young people an oppor-

tunity to engage with literacy and numeracy support. 

To support with improving mental health, skills and 

confidence, reducing barriers to employment, and 

other activities. If you’re aged 12 to 25 and would 

like to know more about how Youth Focus can help, 

please visit the Yulella Community Hub on Darlot 

Street between 8am to 4pm on weekdays.  

The Youth Focus team has been busy getting the 

Main Street building cleared of old junk and old car-

pets. Over the next few months, the team is hoping 

to have the bathrooms and kitchen renovated, new 

flooring laid, and walls painted. Staff based in Perth 

have been busy planning for the revamps - buying 

curtains, flooring, and paint. This space will be fun 

and exciting for young people and will feel safe to 

visit. If you see the doors open or cars parked 

out front, feel free to pop in and say hi – you can 

even pitch in to help with the renovations if you 

feel like it!  

WA Mental Health Week is 9 to 16 October 

2021. This year, the theme is “Mental health 

starts with our children”. On Wednesday 13 

October at 1:15pm Youth Focus, Yulella and 

Midwest Mental Health will be holding a fun 

afternoon at the oval. There will be slime mak-

ing, water balloons, games, painting, jumping 

castle, drums, food, and lots of activities for eve-

ryone to enjoy. This will be a fun family afternoon for 

the whole community! Some of the Youth Focus 

Perth team will be in Meeka to help out on the day 

and learn more about the community.  

Youth Focus will continue to provide lunch on a 

Wednesday after school finishes early during the 

school term. Please send the kids down for a feed, 

and feel free to come along if you have any questions 

or ideas for the Youth Focus team. Dee, Katherine 

and Paulette are always happy to have a yarn about 

any concerns or ideas you might have.   

Visit the Youth Focus team at the Yulella Community 

Hub on Darlot street from Monday to Friday 8am to 

4pm, or call 0499 444 626. Young people don’t re-

quire a referral to Youth Focus. While support is 

aimed to 12 to 25 year old’s, anyone is free to come 

and have a yarn – especially if you are concerned 

about a young person, or you are looking to help a 

young person through a tough time.  

YOUTH FOCUS 



25 

 



26 

 

2021 MEEKATHARRA OUTBACK FESTIVAL 

It is hard to believe that the Meeka Festival is over for anoth-

er year. It seems like just yesterday we were all talking about 

the 2020 Festival. The 2021 Festival was a big success thanks 

to those in the community who put their hands up to help 

make the weekend happen. The weekend was packed with 

the Las Vegas Ball, Side Show, Races and Art Exhibition.  

The Las Vegas Ball was well attended by all and was an in-

credible night. Renegade played and got everyone dancing, 

Charlie’s Pizza put on excellent food, the Royal Mail put on a 

wide variety of delicious drinks, Svenja Clare Photography 

captured the whole event. All of this wouldn’t have been 

possible without the help of Diego and Camilla who support-

ed everyone throughout the night. The decorations could not 

have been done without the vision of the Youth Service Team 

who supported the decorating team.  

The races were amazing, it was great to see them up and 

running. The Meeka Race Club made an eventful day for eve-

ryone to enjoy. The day was filled with races, good food and 

drinks, music and of course playing the AFL grad final!  

The Side Show was a day filled with fun, rides, music and 

food! Westside Carnivals put on amazing rides and games 

along with Active Games and Carey Right Track Foundation. 

Energise Café and Charlie’s Pizza set up to keep everyone 

fed. The Petting Zoo was a big hit with all ages, especially 

with those very cute goats. The face paint, glitter tattoos and 

balloon animals had everyone looking amazing and happy. 

St John Ambulance were on site to keep us all safe and be 

there in case of an emergency. The Volunteer Fire Services 

were on board during the Fireworks display to keep them 

safe. Ripper got the water truck to fill up the water rollers 

which we all enjoyed, thank you Ripper for taking time out of 

your busy day to help us out. The staff that were on board 

(Lachlan, Andrew, Jada, Trinity, Marco, Diego and Camilla) 

got things done quickly and efficiently throughout the day by 

selling show bags, supporting the vendors and helping every-

one in the community have a great day! 

Thank you to Horizon Power for sponsoring this event and 

making it happen! 
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Left: Our awesome casual staff 

who supported the bar and cater-

ing staff. 

Below: Royal Mail Bar Staff who did 

a fantastic job running the bar all 

night! 

Left: Renegade, who got everyone 

dancing and having a great time 

Below: Charlie’s Pizza kept every-

one fed and happy 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
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Recently the Shire received an envelope 

from Colin Hayes, enclosed were five photo-

graphs of his time in Meekatharra in the 

50’s. Colin worked with the RFDS as the 

D.C.A. Radio Technician at the Aerodrome 

from 1957-1960 as well as doing a stint in 

1953 as the relief Radio Operator.  

During Colin’s time living here, him and his 

family lived on Main Street in a little house 

next to Fred and Roma Lauritsen. 

These photos will also be located in the 

Shire museum for people to look at and see 

just  how far technology has come. 

Thank you Colin for sending us these photos 

and seeing a bit of what Meeka used to look 

like! It is great to see the changes that have 

happened.  

BLAST FROM THE PAST RFDS EDITION 

LEFT: RFDS Meekatharra 1953 

Station Radio Building. Base Op-

erator—Brain Maguiness with a 

Ford Ute 

 

BELOW: RFDS Base Meekatharra 

1953. Station Building Residence 

and Radio Station. Situated RHS 

of North Road 
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LEFT: Meekatharra 1953 

Part of town site—view from 

water tank on hill behind RFDS 

LEFT: RFDS Base Meekatharra 

1953. Station Operator Residence 

 

BELOW: RFDS Base Meekatharra 

1953. Radio Communication Posi-

tion, Base Operator—Brain 

Maguiness. Equipment L/R—

Transmitter, Receive, Speakers 

Lower LHS—Transmitter Exciter/

Speech Modulator 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

October 2021 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

27 
 

Queen’s Birthday 
Public Holiday 

28 29 30 1 
 

POOL OPENS! 
 
 

2 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Upcycling Workshop 

11am 

3 

4 
 
Diabetic Ed @ Clinic 

5 6 7 8 9 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Meeka Markets 
9:30am-Noon 

 

10 
 

11 
 
WACHS Midwife @ 

Clinic 

12 
 
WACHS Midwife @ 

Clinic 

13 
 
Youth Focus Family 
Fun Day 1pm-4pm 

@ Oval 
 
 
 

Resp Educator @ 
Clinic 

14 15 
 

Resp Physician @ 
Clinic 

16 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Ordinary Council 

Meeting 
9:30am 

17 

18 19 
 

ICDC Dietician & 
360 Health @ Clinic 

 
ICDC Podiatrist & 
Physiotherapist 

@ Hospital 

20 
 

Youth Focus BBQ 
1pm-3pm @ Yulella 

Community Hub 
 

360 Health @ Clinic 

21 22 23 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
 

24 

25 
 
WACHS Midwife & 
Australian Hearing 

@ Clinic 

26 
 

WACHS Midwife & 
Physiotherapist  

@ Clinic 

27 
 

Youth Focus BBQ 
1pm-3pm @ Yulella 

Community Hub 

28 
 

Tidman Brothers 
@ Hospital 

29 
 

Halloween Blue 
Light Disco  

6pm-8pm @ Indoor  
Cricket Complex 

 
Australian Hearing 

@ Clinic 

30 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

31 


