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Calling for Submissions 

If you have any articles with information 

about any upcoming community events 

then we want to hear from you! 

“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit 
community newspaper. 

If you have an article, a photo you would 
like to share or an advertisement, you can 

post them to: 
 

PO Box 129, Meekatharra WA 6642  
 

or drop them in at the Shire office.  

Alternatively, you can email us at: 

 
cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $52.10 $74.05 

Half Page $26.70 $43.10 

Quarter Page $16.50 $24.65 

Eighth Page $13.95 $18.50 

meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting publication, and 

are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material contained in this publica-

tion  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they purport to be the correct advice 

on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the basis of any matter, comment or advice 

contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon 

the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of 

Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party act-

ing in reliance on any matter, comment or advice contained herein. 

Council Dates 

Dates for Ordinary Meeting of the  

Shire of Meekatharra for 2021 are -  

Meeting Date Last Date for Items 

16 January 4th 

20 February 5th 

20 March 5th 

17 April 1st 

15 May 30th 

26 June 11th 

17 July 2nd 

21 August 6th  

18 September 3rd 

16 October 1st 

20 November 5th 

17 December 3rd 
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There have been a number of issues around stray and wandering dogs in Meekatharra during 

the month of July.  Unfortunately, this has led to some very difficult conversations being held, 

and emotional decisions made. 

Many of these problems could have been avoided if owners kept their dogs contained as re-

quired by our law, and if written notifications of breaches or concerns had been provided to 

the Shire earlier. 

It is a fact of life unfortunately that some people will always disregard the law.  Some people 

simply don’t have the resources to keep their dogs contained.  These excuses, however won’t 

be accepted. 

Please also remember that because your neighbours dog looks menacing to you, it doesn’t 

mean the dog is actually dangerous. Your neighbour has the right to own any dog, providing it 

is contained, quiet and provides no risk of harm to others. 

When dogs do stray, it is vitally important that people in the community voice their concerns, 

in the right way.  Your confidentiality is assured if you come to the Shire office to fill out the 

complaint form.  This form is essential and critical to our ability to take further action.  We 

can’t act on an email or phone call complaining about a wandering dog, or on a Facebook post.  

We need the written complaint before we can act.  This is a legal process after all. 

All written complaints are taken seriously and investigated.  Any action that can be taken will 

be taken, and in the last month there were fines issued and a number of dogs in this communi-

ty surrendered and destroyed.   

This is not the first time this unadvertised action that has been taken and will continue to be 

taken where necessary.   

The current fine for not keeping your dog contained is $50, although the advertised proposed 

Dog Local Laws prescribe a fine of $200.  This can add up very quickly when the dog is a serial 

stray.  

The proposed laws can be viewed on the Shire Website under the Public Notices or the Latest 

News sections. 

The Shire of Meekatharra generously provide subsidies to desex dogs to health care card hold-

ers.  This is another key piece in the approach to ensure no dogs are destroyed.  A single fe-

male on heat will attract a number of aggressive male dogs and it is very likely at this point 

they will form a pack.  This is a situation we want to avoid at all costs, and can be avoided by 

having your dogs desexed.  For Free.   

Come to the Shire to get your voucher at any time. 

By being considerate of our neighbours and stopping dogs from barking at night, by making 

sure dogs are contained in a yard, and by registering and neutering your pets, we can all enjoy 

the comfort of a companion, and guard. 

Please contact Tralee at the Shire on 9980 0600 for enquiries.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE—DOGS! 
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Note from the Editor 
 

July was one busy month with NAIDOC week, school holidays and many other adventures. There are photos of 

the events throughout this edition. The NAIDOC shirts were a big hit with the first order sold out with 20 minutes 

and the next within a week. We have more coming soon and we will post on Facebook when they will be for sale. 

The designer, Whitney Thorne, has done a great job on these shirts everyone looks amazing wearing them. 

In August Yulella is holding the Youth Careers and Health Forum on the 20th of August . This will be an exciting 

day with lots of opportunities. They have worked very hard to organize for different agencies to come and show 

off the different jobs and training they have on offer.  

The Meekatharra Outback Festival is just around the corner, there are three days packed with activities! We are 

having a Las Vegas Ball, Races and the Side Show. It will be a fun weekend for everyone. There is plenty of infor-

mation in this edition, the poster and brochure are included! 

The Editor 
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The Meekatharra Rifle Clubs last shoot was held over the 

10th and 11th of July 2021. The club has been a key part of 

this community with Dot and Clarrie Lauritsen putting in a 

huge amount of effort  to keep this running. With numbers 

dwindling and volunteer hard to come by the club has made 

the extremely hard decision that 2021 will be the last shoot. 

People came from all over the state to participate in the Rifle 

Clubs last shoot as part of the rotation of competitions. With 

a large turn out to celebrate the hard work of the Meekathar-

ra volunteers and the members. This was a bittersweet mo-

ment for everyone, being together in Meekatharra for one 

last time. 

Two participants were awarded life long members of the club 

for their talents and hard work at the club. Congrats to those 

who won, what a great honour to compete against others 

with such great skill. 

The Rifle Club Open Weekend is a large effort for those who 

volunteered. The area needs to be set up, cleaned and 

prepped. People need to be fed. The competition needs to be 

judged and so many other things need to be organised before 

people show up. 

The team did a great job organising the event, setting up, 

packing up, feeding the large amount of people and all the 

other bits and pieces that needed to happen to make the 

event run smoothly. They should all be proud of everything 

they have achieved during this shoot and the past ones too. 

LAST RIFLE CLUB OPEN 
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The Youth Services 

had a packed school 

holidays with a few 

visitors and commu-

nity events. To start 

off the school holi-

days it was NAIDOC 

Week, Yulella, Youth 

Focus, Mission Aus-

tralia and the Shire 

Youth Team put on 

a week of fun for the kids. More on that later in 

this edition of the Dust. 

During the second week of the holidays Fair Game 

came up to visit again. Fair Game have been com-

ing up regularly to spend time with the young peo-

ple, play games and cook together. The team were 

a little delayed from the hectic weather in Perth 

and Geraldton preventing them from leaving the 

region and coming up to Meekatharra. After a few 

delayed flights they finally made it to Meeka. Dur-

ing their visit they played basketball, cooked deli-

cious food for the kids and spent time getting to 

know everyone more.  

Infinity Skate also came up from Geraldton to pro-

vide skateboarding clinics to the kids. As we all 

know, the kids of Meeka love using the skatepark 

and learning new skills. The Infinity Skate team 

spent two days teaching the kids safety in the 

skatepark and how to skateboard like profession-

als.  

Thanks to Fair Game and Infinity Skate for coming 

up to our school holiday program to have a blast 

with the team up here. 

Margie is back at it with her arts and craft. The kids 

spent days trying 

new techniques 

such as shaving 

cream art and 

making slime.  

The Youth Services 

team is back into 

term three and 

the new schedule 

can be found 

online and on 

page 17. 

YOUTH SERVICES  

HOLIDAY PROGRAM 
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Meekatharra Pharmacy 
72 Main Street, Meekatharra WA 6642 

Skin care range                    Webster Pack 

Come in and say Hi!  

Monday – Friday: 9am-5pm 

Saturday – 9am-1pm  

Meekatharra Pharmacy carry a range of vitamins & supplements, first aid supplies, 

quit smoking products, suncare, hair, skin & nail care items, ear and eye products, 

perfumes, cosmetics, jewelry, gifts, baby items, hats, sunglasses, readers and 

cleaning products. We also provide professional services such as prescription han-

dling, webster packing, free blood pressure checks, medschecks, vaccinations, ear 

piercing, Diabetes supplies and lots more.  (P) 08 9980 1798  

Winter in Meeka 

Follow us on Facebook to keep up to date with all the latest 
news. Facebook.com/meekatharrapharmacy 

Ear piercing at the Pharmacy 

Would you or your children like to get their ears pierced? 
We have a qualified piercing technician at the Pharmacy 
Monday – Friday! With over 30 different ear-piercing studs 
to choose from, you are sure to find ones you like. Come on 
down and have a look. 

Only $25.00 for the 1 ear and $29.99 for 2 ears. 

Combat Dry weather 

Unfortunately, with the cooler, dry weather a lot of people 
will be experiencing dry, flaking or itchy skin. It is important 
to look after you skin with quality products to help hydrate 
and nourish your skin daily. We carry a great range of der-
matologically tested products and can recommend washes & 
moisturizers to help treat your concerns and symptoms. 

 
A steam vaporizer lets off steam over several hours to humi-
fy the room, which helps combat excessive dryness- relieving 
coughs and dry scratchy throats, keeps nasal passages hy-
drated and helps you sleep more comfortably and breathe 
better. Ask you pharmacist about steam vaporizers next time 
you’re at the Pharmacy. 

 

Aromatherapy 

Aromatherapy is a holistic healing treatment that uses natu-
ral plant extracts to promote health and well-being. Relax, 
lift stress and revive your mind, body and senses with amaz-
ing scents of essential oils.   

We stock a range or essential oils, special aromatherapy va-
porizers and beautifully crafted oil burners at the pharmacy! 

Webster Packs 

A Multi Dose Webster-pak is a sealed weekly calen-
dar pack designed to help people take their medication cor-
rectly, according to their doctor's orders. All regular medica-
tion that needs to be taken each week is sealed within the 
blister compartments. If you or your family members may 
benefit from this, come in and have a chat to us. We offer 
packing services at low or no cost to you.  
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Whether you’ve never heard of podcasts or you’re a 
well subscribed listener – podcasts are basically radio 
shows that you can listen to whenever you like and 
cover every single topic imaginable. They’re easily 
accessible via different apps over the internet.  

Here’s a list of all time favourites, of course centred 
around the environment and sustainability because 
that’s what Meeka Goes Green is all about. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ABC RN Off Track 

ABC Radio National have a whole world of well pro-
duced podcasts about all sorts of topics. Off Track 
combines the relaxing sounds of nature with awe-
some stories of wildlife and environmental science, all 
recorded in the outdoors. Ann Jones does a great job 
taking us along to different parts of the country in an 
immersive experience full of interesting stories. A 
particularly interesting episode is “it was the mulga 
snake that got him”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sabrina’s Dirty Deeds: The Gardening & Sustain-
ability Podcasts 

You may be familiar with Sabrina Hahn’s cackle 
from her ABC radio shows. Not only is her laugh-
ter contagious but she’s great at passing on her 
expert knowledge and practical advice too. Hav-

ing a WA based gardening expert is great as a lot of 
information (whether it’s gardening magazines or 
books) is often from over east and does not always 
take into consideration WA’s varied climates. This 
podcast is an informative chat between Sabrina and 
her mate Jamie who invite specialist guests who are 
passionate about making a positive impact for a 
better world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ologies with Alie Ward 

An American podcast that’s not necessarily about the 
environment or sustainability but about anything that 
ends in -ology (and there’s a lot!). For example: Biolo-
gy, Paleontology (Dinosaurs), Ornithology (Birds), Cos-
mology (Universe), Glycobiology (Carbs), Gelotology 
(Laughter), Sexology (you can guess this one), Gizmol-
ogy (Robots), Zymology (Beer), Dendrology (Trees), 
Cynology (Dogs), Rhinology (Noses), Selachimorpholo-
gy (say what?! Sharks), Conservation Technology 
(Earth Saving)… you get the picture. The podcast is 
very well made, Alie is funny, humble and “asks smart 
people stupid questions”, i.e. she invites and inter-
views a specialist for each ology. This is a great, su-
perb podcast. 

Think: Sustainability 

From waste to wealth, and grids to growth, the show 
digs into the impact of consumption across all areas 
of life – it tracks the movements, discoveries and 
technologies making way for a sustainable future. 
Being Australian based this is an interesting podcast 

DO YOU LIKE PODCASTS? 
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highlighting the issues of today and finding the solutions of 
tomorrow.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Epic Gardening 

Although American, this gardener Kevin is based in Califor-
nia and has many short, sharp episode about all things gar-
dening – including how to cope with hot and dry climates. 
The episodes are only a few minutes long so they’re handy 
to listen to when you don’t have a lot of time. 

 

 

 

 

 

All the Dirt Gardening Sustainability Food 

Another WA based podcast, each week presenters Steve and 
Deryn talk with industry experts, holding great discussions 
and bringing wonderful insights. Want to know how to fix 
water repellent soils? Learn more about favourite fruit trees? 
Recycling waste materials to keep them in the economy? This 
podcast has you covered. Meekatharra is even mentioned in 
the episode with Eric McCrum The Bird Man. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sustainababble 

A funny UK based podcast about the environment, sustaina-
bility and all the “total guff” people talk in the name of saving 
the planet. Whether it’s interviewing experts in their field or 
just calling out greenwashing, Ol and Dave have us covered 
(and entertained). 

What’s your favourite podcast? Please share your recom-
mendations! Find us on Facebook as “Meeka Goes Green”, 
email us at meekagoesgreen@gmail.com or pop in to the 
Recycling Centre on Railway Street Saturday mornings 9-
11am to say Hi to our volunteers. Volunteering with us is 
easy if you’re interested! Rock up and we can show you how 
it works. We also run monthly Upcycling Workshops, first 
Saturday of the month at 11am. Check out our Facebook 
page for this month’s workshop topic and location. 
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GARDENS WITH SAL, 

THE GARDEN GAL 

Hello there Mighty Meekatharra, 

How is everyone’s garden growing out here in the Midwest? 

Has anyone spotted the splashes of wildflowers around the 

place? It brings me much happiness to write to you all again. 

I have heard it’s a funny year in terms of weather for our re-

gion! Lots of rain in some places, hardly any in others. I for 

one have never seen so many weeds in my EON gardens! 

Some were as high as my knee- I wonder if you have had the 

same issue at home? 

Ah weeds. They say a weed is simply a plant in the wrong 

place! I like this theory as it makes anything in your garden a 

potential friend rather than a foe. Over the years of garden-

ing, I’ve very much learnt to love weeds. Not only do they 

make your garden look lush, (to the untrained eye) they also 

are a way of learning about the health of your garden, what it 

has in abundance or lacks. For example: 

Soursops, we all know the Soursop weed, it’s an Oxalis or 

clover species that has bright yellow flowers which grow at 

the top! Speaking of this weed will often make people remi-

nisce of their childhoods and pinching off the stems to chew  

on, I hear they taste sour hence their name. Soursops are  

very common in our region and actually indicate that the soil 

they are in is lacking nitrogen. This weed is so clever, it will 

actually begin fixing the soil itself. That’s perfect for a space 

you want to start a garden in. 

Dandelions will literally grow anywhere! This is because they 

prefer to live in nutrient- poor soil; hence we often see them 

growing out of pavement. 

Purslane is a common weed you see growing in our EON Gar-

den, this is a small, succulent looking sprawling weed with 

reddish branches. It is super common and is a really good 

sign! It means your soil is lovely and fertile. It’s also an edible 

weed so not too bad to have growing amongst your veggie 

patch. 

We also have plenty of nasty weeds that really pose no great 

benefit to our gardens at all. Bindis, double Gs, couch grass or 

paddy melons. If you happen to see any of these guys pop-

ping their heads up then I would suggest prompt removal! 

So, what do we do with weeds? How do we tackle them? 

Luckily, there are a number of successful methods we can use 

to combat our winter weed invasion! 

Physical removal – this method is the easiest for small man-

ageable gardens- simply remove the entire plant- roots, 

shoots, flowers and seed pods. If a weed doesn’t have flow-

ers or seeds then I would say the compost could be a good 

place to put them. If they do have flower 

and seeds then be sure to take them to the 

dump! As the old saying goes, “one year’s 

seed is seven years’ weed”. I live by this 

motto in the garden! 

The chop – Running over them with your 

whippersnapper or mower is a good way of 

keeping on top of them. The root will even-

tually die down and create some food for 

your soil. I would be mindful if the weed is 

flowering though as you may spread it, so 

be sure to walk around and check things out 

properly first! 
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Taken from; https://www.permablitz.net/hero-of-the-

month/purslane/ 

Chemical – Sometimes you have no other option but to nuke 

the nasties. I will admit myself that out of sheer frustration I 

have occasionally used chemicals to kill weeds, especially 

when it comes to couch grass. As long as you are being safe, 

mixing solutions correctly, wearing the right protective gear 

and picking the day for it you will be fine! Check the weather 

as you want to make sure rain isn’t due for a couple of days 

that follow, otherwise it will wash away.  

“Weed and feed” is a good one for weed control in lawns. It 

is a spray- on or granular solution that is selective to weeds. 

It targets the broadleaf weeds and allows the grass to contin-

ue to grow. This is also good for Soursop or oxalis invasion. 

Solarisation – Death by suffocation or incineration (in our 

summer). This can be a good method if you are in no rush, for 

example if you are wanting to create a pathway in your gar-

den. You can use things like old carpet, layers of cardboard 

boxes, black plastic or at my place I use old tin! 

By creating a layer between the soil and outer 

elements, you are winning the war on weeds. 

As it’s been much cooler this year, I have been 

pulling out all of the grass weed species that 

are growing in my home garden and adding as 

a top layer to the fridge worm farm. This cre-

ates a thick cosy blanket for the worms to insu-

late themselves in. They seem to really love it! 

Another great thing with a lot of weeds (prior 

to flowering and seeds of course) is that they 

are green and lush. This means that they are high in nitrogen, 

a great source of nutrients for our gardens! You can make a 

“weed tea” by putting leafy green weeds (without flowers or 

seeds) into a bucket of water and letting it sit for a few days. 

The nitrogen will leach from the leaves and create a natural 

fertiliser.  

Well team, I think you may have had enough chatting about 

weeds at this stage! I hope to chat about our lovely spring 

veggies next month. 

Take care of yourselves, each other, and your gardens! 

Sally – the EON Gardening Gal  
*EON Foundation is a not-for-profit organisation that 
delivers a food and nutrition focused healthy lifestyle 
and disease prevention program. We build edible gar-
dens in remote schools and communities for a secure 
supply of fresh food and partner with them to deliver a 
hands-on practical gardening, nutrition, education, 
cooking and hygiene program. Read more about us at 
www.eon.org.au  
 

Taken from: https://www.agric.wa.gov.au/grains-research-

development/doublegee 
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Meekatharra did NAIDOC amazingly this year. The Yulella  

team worked hard to put on a full week of activities for the 

whole community. The week started with the raising of the 

Aboriginal Flag at the Shire and then a morning tea at the 

CRC on Monday morning. There was a good turn out of a 

wide range of people from Meeka plus some tourists who 

tagged along for this special event. Leighton’s Café catered 

the morning tea. Everyone then moved on to the Youth Cen-

tre to paint some kites for an event later in the week. Every-

one got together to help the kids paint. They all had a blast 

knowing that once they were dry everyone could fly them! 

On Tuesday the Youth Team went to Wiluna to participate in 

the Stephen Michael Carnival. The carnival was made up of 

many different teams and skill levels, it was a great day for 

everyone. 

Community Connector Hub Feed was held on Wednesday to 

open the new community hub. The hub is located on Darlot 

Street in be-

tween the 

Youth Centre 

and Kids Zone. 

This is a place 

for people to 

gather with a 

range of ser-

vices available 

there from 

Yulella to 

Youth Focus. The opening was well attended with lunch and a 

great place to relax and hang out. Congrats to Yulella and 

everyone who worked so hard to get this happening.  

On Thursday it was back to the kids events with bush games, 

BBQ and kite flying. The kids spent hours playing bush games, 

learning new games and working together. Then aa BBQ 

lunch was served and everyone started putting their kites 

together. They waited for the wind, but it happened to be a 

still day. To make the best out of the situations the young 

people went for a run to see how long they could keep their 

kite in the air. It was a great site to see! 

To end the week there was a basketball and BBQ evening at 

the sports complex. It was a relaxed way to end the week 

with some face painting and selling the shirts which were 

designed by our very own Youth Centre participant. New 

shirts are coming in soon, watch out on Facebook for updates 

on where to buy the shirts. 

Thank all helpers that made NAIDOC possible and all people 

that helped celebrate. Thank the Ngnoonooru Wadjari Trust, 

Westgold and Meekatharra Buffalo Lodge for their donations. 

A massive thank you to Yulella and the team for organising 

the activities for the whole community. You did a great job! 

It was a great week of activities which was enjoyed by all, the 

Campfire cook up at the Community Connectors Hub was a 

huge hit! (Yulella are organising another soon!) 

NAIDOC WEEK 
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RATES 
SHIRE OF MEEKATHARRA 2021/2022 MUNICIPAL  BUDGET  

• where your rates go 

• budget highlights 

• capital works expenditure  
 
RATING INFORMATION 
Council resolved not to increase the rates in the dollar  for 
the 2021/22 financial year for all categories. This will be the 
third year that there has been no change to the rates in the 
dollar.   
The interest rate for overdue rates and service charges was 
reduced from the usual 10% to 8% in 2020/21 and further 
reduced this year to 7%.  Interest charged on overdue instal-
ments is again to be calculated at 3% instead of 5.5% in pre 
Covid 19 years. 
 
REFUSE COLLECTION CHARGES 
Rubbish service charges have not increased. 
 
PAYMENT OPTIONS 
Instalment  options offered are in accordance with both Local 
Government Act 1995 Sections 6.45 and 6.50(3) and the Local 
Government (Financial Management) Regulations Sections 58 
to 69. 
 
Option 1: Payment in full by a single instalment 
                   Due date is 25 August 2021  
 
Option 2: Payment by four equal instalments 
 (plus interest and administration charge of $45) 

1.Instalment Due Date: 25 August 2021  

2.Instalment Due Date: 29 October 2021 

3.Instalment Due Date: 3 January 2022 

4.Instalment Due Date: 9 March 2022 

 

Option 2 is only available if previous rates have been paid in 
full. Rubbish charges are spread over all instalments. 

Note: if first payment is not received within 35 days of issue 
date, the instalment option cannot be utilised. Administra-
tion charges do not apply to pension card holders. 

Payment can be made via bank transfer, EFTPOS, Cheque or 
Cash. Please refer to the rate notice for details. 

 
OBJECT OF RATES 

The Shire of Meekatharra works to ensure that the local com-

munity runs smoothly. We administer various laws and regu-

lations to help maintain and improve services and facilities 

for the community. These services include infrastructure, 

community services, sporting and recreation services, town 

planning, public health, environmental protection and waste 

collection. The rates you pay allow the Shire of Meekatharra 

to fund these services. 

Some projects that Council have approved for the 2021/22 

budget are: 

• Over $14M in Flood Damage road repairs between 

July  2020 and December 2022.  

• Nearly $7M in Road Construction - including $1.4M for 

Ashburton Downs Road and $3.7M for the continua-

tion of road works on Landor Road (both partly funded 

by the state and federal government) 

• $66k for upgrading the Welcome Park and Information 

Bay with an anti-mosquito water aeration system, 

solar lighting and a general landscaping upgrade 

• $103k in Picture Garden upgrades (new toilet block, 

upgrading electrics, surface for kids to sit on) 

• $32k for landscaping, seats and tables and BBQ for the 

Lions Park area (incl. removal of old BMX track) 

• $145k for Town Hall upgrades (replacing evap units  to 

allow for heating and cooling, curtains, fixed projector 

and screen, fridges) 

• Nearly $100k for Youth Centre and Kids Zone upgrades 

(shade over the playground at Kids Zone, landscaping, 

storage racks, water fountain) 

• Over $2m for new plant purchases and replacements 

including a  fogger, camp accommodation, loader, 

roller and sweeper.  23 various vehicles and plant are  

budgeted for sale/trade-in in this financial year. 

• $200k for  repainting swimming pool basins.  

 

INTEREST ON OVERDUE RATES AND CHARGES 

An annual interest rate of 7%, calculated on a daily basis will 

apply to all overdue rates.  If no election has been made to pay 

by instalment, interest on unpaid rates will accrue after 35 days 

from issue of rates notice.  Penalty interest of 3% is also charged 

for late payments on instalments. 

ALTERNATIVE ARRANGEMENTS 

Ratepayers experiencing difficulty in paying rates and charges 

are asked to contact Council’s Finance Officer as soon as possible 

before the due date to discuss alternative arrangements (e.g. 

Centrelink deductions).  Special payment plans may be able to 

be arranged to suit your situation. 

OBJECTIONS AND APPEALS 

Appeals can be lodged against the accuracy of Council’s rating 

details or  the  rating valuations used  in  assessing  rates.   The  

appeal procedures vary but do not negate the normal responsi-

bility to meet payment within the prescribed time limits.  The 

Valuation of Land Act sets out the manner in which objections 
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may  be instituted as regards valuations.  Objections must be 

lodged with the Valuer General's Office within  60  days  of the 

issue of a Notice of Valuation and Rate. Regardless, rates  must 

be paid,  but are subject to adjustment if an objection is success-

ful.  Further information regarding rate valuations and lodging 

an objection can be found on the Rates link on the Shire website  

www.meekashire.wa.gov.au   

CHANGE OF ADDRESS OR OWNERSHIP 

It is a responsibility of the owner to ensure that the Council is 

notified in writing within 22 days of the sale/disposal of proper-

ty.  Advice as to changes of address are necessary to ensure cor-

rect service of rates notices. 

RATE NOTICE QUERIES AND PENSIONER ELIGIBILITY 

If you have any queries relating to your rate notice or would like 

to know more about pensioner eligibility please contact us. 

EMERGENCY SERVICES LEVY 

The Emergency Services Levy (ESL) is a State Government charge 

applicable to all properties in WA, which is invoiced and collect-

ed by local governments on behalf of the Department of Fire and 

Emergency Services (DFES).  The ESL provides the majority of 

funding required for career and volunteer Fire & Emergency 

Service brigades, DFES multi-function brigades/units, Bush Fire 

brigades and State Emergency Service units. 

The amount of ESL to be collected, and the applicable rates and 

charging parameters, are declared annually by the Minister for 

Emergency Services. 

For more information please refer to the ESL section of the DFES 

website www.dfes.wa.gov.au or call  1300 136 099. 

WHERE DOES THE MONEY COME FROM AND HOW IS IT 

SPENT? 

Income Sources ($22,314,361) 

Operating  Expenditure ($6,378,136) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Capital Expenditure ($24,740,199) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEY PEOPLE 

Shire President 

Cr H.J. Nichols   current term ends 2023 

Deputy Shire President 

Cr P.S. (Peter) Clancy  current term ends 2021 

Shire Councillors 

Cr D.K. (David) Hodder  current term ends 2021 

Cr M.R. (Matthew) Hall  current term ends 2021 

Cr P.S. (Philip) Moses  current term ends 2023 

Cr M.S. (Mark) Smith   current term ends 2023 

Vacant 

Senior Staff 

Roy McClymont    Chief Executive Officer 

Krys East     Deputy Chief Executive Officer 

Peter Cox    Works & Services Manager 

Tralee Cable     Community & Development  

    Services Manager 

http://www.dfes.wa.gov.au/
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THE EARLIER CANCER IS FOUND, THE GREATER THE 
CHANCE OF SUCCESSFUL TREATMENT 
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EAGLE RESCUE 

Marianne Viebke (Bunbury local) with rescued Eagle 

Keen traveller Marianne Viebke was driving from New-

man to Meeka on a lovely July sunny day, stopping along 

the way to take photos of the wildlife we have up here. 

She was stopping to take pictures of cows, eagles and 

unique landscapes. She saw, on the side of the road, a 

recent roadkill that was covered in wedge tail eagles, as 

she drove closer the birds flew away 35kms north of 

town. Marianne pulled over, went back to the scene and 

stopped to see if the eagles would 

return to get some photos. 

While Marianne was waiting she 

saw an eagle jump behind a bush 

looking slightly different than the 

rest. She went to investigate, 

thinking perhaps there was anoth-

er bird with it or it just looked 

strange from a distance. The eagle 

moved and she got a good look at 

the bird, noticing it had a broken 

wing.  

Marianne had never encountered this before, she drove 

through to Meekatharra to seek some help. Once she 

checked into her accommodation she went searching 

for someone to help. Jenny at the Auski told her to call 

our wildlife extraordinaire, Jo. Marianne came into the 

Shire office and the lovely Customer Service Officer 

called Jo and told her the story of how Marianne came 

to find the bird.  

Jo immediately dropped everything and wanted to find 

the bird, of course she couldn’t do this by herself. Mari-

anne offered to go with her exclaiming ‘it would be an 

honour’ to spend her afternoon helping our local wild-

life.  

Jo came to pick Marianne up and off they went. They 

spotted the animal exactly where Marianne found it. 

Both Jo and Marianne inspected the eagle, the wing was 

hurt badly. The two rescuers jumped straight into action 

and got the eagle into a cage to be taken to Geraldton.  

Marianne was to excited that she was able to receive 

Jo’s help to make sure the eagle gets healthy and pre-

vent life long damage. Her plans for the day were a little 

different than what she had imagined, but to Marianne 

this was the best day. She got to know Jo and under-

stand the work she does to help animals. 

Thanks to these selfless women the eagle is now safe 

and will receive the care it needs to get healthy and 

back to its normal life. 

Jo with the Eagle 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on 

bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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Please ensure whilst exer-

cising your dog to pick up 

any waste and dispose of 

in the bins provided. 

FREE Waste Bags are now 

available from the Shire 

Office. 
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Meekatharra ICDC vising dates for 2021 

17th August, 21st September, 19th October, 16th November 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

August 2021 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

2 
 
Diabetic Ed @ Clinic 

3 
 
360 Health @ Clinic 

4 
 
360 Health @ Clinic 

5 6 7 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Upcycling Workshop 

11am 

8 

9 
 

GRAMS—Midwife 
@Clinic 

10 
 

GRAMS—Midwife 
@Clinic 

11 12 13 
 

14 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Meeka Markets 
9:30am-Noon 

 

15 
 

16 
 

Pediatrician @ 
Hospital 

 

17 
 

Podiatrist & ICDC 
Physiotherapist @ 

Hospital 
 

360 Health & 
Dietician @ Clinic 

18 
 
360 Health @ Clinic 

19 20 
 
Youth Careers and 

Health Forum 
 

Lions Outback 
Vision @ Van 

21 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
Ordinary Council 

Meeting 
9:30am 

22 

23 
 

GRAMS—Midwife 
@Clinic 

24 
 

GRAMS—Midwife 
@Clinic 

 
WACHS  

Physiotherapist @ 
Hospital 

 

25 
 

26 27 
 

 

28 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

 
 

29 

30 31 
360 Health @ Clinic 

1 2 3 4 
 
Meeka Goes Green 

Recycling  
9am-11am 

5 


