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Calling for Submissions 

If you have any articles with information 

about any upcoming community events 

then we want to hear from you! 

“The Meekatharra Dust” is a non-profit 
community newspaper. 

If you have an article, a photo you would 
like to share or an advertisement, you can 

post them to: 

PO Box 129, Meekatharra WA 6642 

or drop them in at the Shire office.  

Alternatively, you can email us at: 

 

cdo@meekashire.wa.gov.au 

Size B & W Colour 

Full Page $52.10 $74.05 

Half Page $26.70 $43.10 

Quarter Page $16.50 $24.65 

Eighth Page $13.95 $18.50 

meekashire.wa.gov.au 

GENERAL DISCLAIMER 

The opinions expressed have been published in good faith on the request of the person requesting publication, and 

are not those of the Shire of Meekatharra. All articles, comments, advice and other material contained in this publica-

tion  are by way of general comment or advice only and are not intended, nor do they purport to be the correct advice 

on  any particular matter or subject referred to. No person should act on the basis of any matter, comment or advice 

contained in this publication without first considering, and if necessary taking appropriate professional advice upon 

the applicability to their particular circumstances. Accordingly ,no responsibility is accepted or taken by the Shire of 

Meekatharra, or the authors and editors of the Meekatharra Dust , for any damage or loss suffered by any party act-

ing in reliance on any matter, comment or advice contained herein. 

Council Dates 

Dates for Ordinary Meeting of the  

Shire of Meekatharra  for 2020 are -  

Meeting Date Last Date for Items 

18 January 3rd 

15 February 31st 

21 March 6th 

18 April 3rd 

16 May 1st 

27 June 5th 

18 July 3rd 

15 August 31st 

19 September 4th 

17 October 2nd 

21 November 6th 

11 December 27th 
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A FRIENDLY REMINDER ABOUT 

DOG CONTROL 

When walking your dogs on the town oval, please ensure you are in complete control of your animal 
at all times and dispose of any waste in the rubbish bins provided by Council. 

The Shire of Meekatharra provide the Town Oval as the only off-lease exercise area in town—at all 
other locations your dog must, according to law, be collared and restrained. 

To allow your dog to be unrestrained in public is an offence in the Dog Act 1976. 

Being responsible for a dog that attacks a person causing injury is also an offence which attracts a 
significant penalty of up to $10,000. 

Please be a responsible pet owner—keep your dog restrained when exercising them to avoid both 
injury to bystanders, and significant penalties, and please pick up any droppings left behind. Nobody 
wants to step in that!! 

The Shire of Meekatharra support the neutering and desexing of pets to reduce the number  of 
strays, and provide sponsorship to the Murdoch Veterinary Clinic to attend Meekatharra to provide 
this service at no cost to health care card holders. Additionally, the Shire fund regular visiting vet 
service—Newman Veterinary Clinic—to the value of $5,000 to neuter the pets of health care card 
holders at no cost to the owner. 

Local residents can access this service by attending the Shire Office to present your Health Care Card 
and prove registration. You will be issued with a voucher for the appropriate service at the visiting 
clinic. 

Further info, contact Tralee at the Shire—99800609 

STREET LIGHT FAULTS & OUTAGES 

If you notice any issues with street lights, faults or damage 

call Horizon Power’s 24/7 Fault Line on   

1800 264 914 
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Note from the Editor 
 
The gym is open. I repeat, the GYM IS OPEN! Now that it has reopened, in line with the current guidelines, many of us will 
need to find new excuses to not go, the more creative the better I believe. Or maybe we have found that since we were not 
able to go to the gym we are more motivated than ever to get fit, remember that you will need to activate your gym swipe 
card before you will be able to enter the building. This can be done at the Shire Office during office hours. If the gym isn ’t 
your thing, well you are in luck! We have fun, social and active events happening in Meeka. We have yoga, indoor cricket, 
and volunteer-run workout classes happening throughout the week. Make sure you check out the Motivated in Meeka Face-
book group for details. 
 
Other exciting things happening this month includes Upcycling workshops at Meeka Goes Green, held on the first Saturday 
of each month, and CRC Markets held on the second Saturday of each month. With all these activities in town, we will never 
be bored! 
 
July normally hosts NAIDOC Week, although the week has been postponed until November, there are some NAIDOC themed 
articles in here because why can’t we celebrate and acknowledge all year round. NAIDOC Week is a time to celebrate 
achievements and learn more about the culture of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 
 

The Editor 
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Covid-19 continues to be a part of community life and something the community 
needs to be mindful of at all times.  Recently there has been increases in detected 
cases in Victoria that have probably set the dates back for any relaxation of our states 
borders.  The government have been easing restrictions in a phased approach.  Phase 
5 is set for July 18 where all state government restrictions will be lifted excluding ac-
cess to remote aboriginal communities and state borders.  Phase 6 will be the opening 
of state borders but no date has been set for this. 

The cooler months continues to see a slight decrease in Police demand. 

Some of you may have noticed the arrival of two new officers in town this 
month.  One is stationed at Farmer Jack’s and the other at Coles Express where they 

will be focusing on getting the message across that shoplifting is a crime and offenders will be prosecut-
ed.  They’re hard to miss as they are in your face as soon as you enter the store.     

Fighting amongst some family groups continues to be a disappointment with the basis for these breakouts of 
violence in most cases quite trivial or even baseless where they don’t even know why they are fighting.  Those 
who know me know that my view is, ‘life’s too short to hold a grudge and a waste of energy that could be better 
used in something constructive in life’.  Something to think 
about.     

Police have a plan for July in line with the next $750 stimulus 
payment to increase their patrols of licensed premises, alcohol 
points of sale and liquor restricted premises to limit the supply 
to those who are vulnerable within our community. 

Remember to look after yourself, look after your family and 
look after those that are vulnerable within our community. 

Stay safe. 

COPS CORNER WITH MITCH HOWARD 
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YOUTH CENTRE ACTVITIES 

Photos by Andrew Binsiar Jnr and Margie Elliot 
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GARDENS WITH SAL, 

THE GARDEN GAL 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Hi there to Meeka and beyond, 

May your winter months be warm and welcome! The days 

are much shorter of late but I for one have been making the 

most of the sunshine. A cup of tea, the sunshine and some 

dirt covered gardening gloves- bliss!  

As with many things in the cooler months, plants and most 

trees are in dormancy. This is the best time to be making 

plans for new fruit trees, ornamentals, transplanting and 

pruning. All their energy at this time is deep down at their 

roots, laying still and building up for the first spring blooms.  

Fruit trees love a hard prune in Winter so let’s go through a 

few simple steps to get them ready to produce some sweet 

fruit for your summer harvest! 

But first things first, be sure to always use clean sharp tools. 

The kit I take around for this comprises sturdy pair of seceu-

tars, long armed loppers and shears for younger trees. After 

use they are promptly cleaned and dried in soapy water and 

then sharpened with a small set of sharpening files; a spray of 

WD40 goes a long way with this task too. The sap from some 

trees can cause the tools to erode quickly and even transfer 

disease from one tree to another so the cleaning process is 

very important Citrus tree pruning. Have  you heard about a 

once bountiful orchard in Wiluna whose fruit was  called the 

“Gold of the Desert”?. Citrus do really well in our iron rich soil 

in the Midwest. 

 Before I take tools to tree, I always try to envisage what the 

tree will look like once the foliage flush has come through. 

It’s best to keep it compact, open for light and air ventilation 

(which helps to produce flowers and keep pests away from 

any hidden nooks) and within reach of hands (what’s the 

point of a fruit tree if you can’t reach the fruit?!). 

 The first thing I do is take 1/3 off the top of the tree at 

all angles. Be sure to cut all branches on an angle so 

that water does not sit on the branch and invite infec-

tion from fungi or pests. 

 Then I cut out all suckers from the bottom of tree, 

often these are from the root graft and will take over 

and bear no fruit. (Passionfruit is a great example of 

graft roots taking over) 

 Next I remove any small branches that cluster up, 

grow on awkward angles or criss-cross around the 

place. These smaller branches are very quick to spring 

back in warmer months regardless) 

 Finally, any dead or diseased leaves and branches 

must go to, ideally into the bin rather than compost so 

we are not transferring the disease around our gar-

den. 

By the end of this task the tree should look bare and clean 

with anice open canopy. If there is a lot of powdery mildew 

or dark powder on the trunk, I will give it a little spray of lime 

sulphur which is a fungicide. Be careful that rain is not due 

anytime soon as this chemical can run off and kill any good 

microbes and essential fungi in the surrounding soil. 

I always feed my citrus with a fresh dose of manure or com-

post, dug into the ground below (cow, well composted horse/ 

goat or sheep) and then apply some slow release fertiliser. 

The organics provide a home for the fertilisers. If the soil sur-

rounding your plants is not rich and nutrient ready, then the 

plants will not be able to 

absorb anything you feed 

them. Slow release fertilis-

ers are a sometimes appli-

cation, after pruning, during 

flowering and fruiting and 

then after a small summer 

foliage prune. If your plant 

is looking sickly, best to 

avoid any fertilisers as this 

can make them stress, sea-

weed/ fish based organic 

solutions are better for healing and nurturing any sickly 

plants. 
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Citrus pruning is 

very similar to 

rose pruning so if 

you have a few of 

these thorny 

friends in your 

garden now is the 

time to be taking 

to them too! 

There is, howev-

er, a very big 

difference be-

tween  citrus trees and stone fruit trees. In the next edition I 

will be sure to cover stone fruit care for you. 

Our EON garden at the school is making a quick come back 

and responding well to the showers we have been getting 

from time to time. All the brassicas (cauliflower, broccoli, 

cabbages and brussel sprouts) are happy as larry and our 

root veggies are making the most of the morning chills. We 

have planted lots of onion, garlic, peas, pumpkins, potatoes, 

carrots, coriander, nasturtiums and chamomile. A garden full 

of diversity is a garden of abundance. 

I hope you all are keeping warm, kind and busy in your 

worlds. Be sure to say hello if you see me and Ned around 

town! 

Thanks very much mighty Meeka. 

Until next time! 

Sally – the EON Gardening Gal  
*EON Foundation is a not-for-profit organisation that delivers 
a food and nutrition focused healthy lifestyle and disease 
prevention program. We build edible gardens in remote 
schools and communities for a secure supply of fresh food 
and partner with them to deliver a hands-on practical gar-
dening, nutrition, education, cooking and hygiene program. 
Read more about us at www.eon.org.au  

 
Pruning photo from: https://dengarden.com/landscaping/How-to-
prune-fruit-trees 
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My name is Zane Wayman, I was born in the South West and 
grew up around Margaret River. 

I come to town each week and work with Youth Focus as a 
Youth Counsellor. I work alongside Youth Focus staff Lauren 
Holyoake, Deanne Young, Andrew Binsiar and Chris Curley. 
I’m pretty big on hiking and swimming, I write a bit of poetry 
and I have been working with young people for a few years 
now. If young people are experiencing troubles with anxiety, 

anger, depression or drug issues I may be able to offer sup-
port in working out ways of coping.  

You can find us in among the Mission Australia offices, across 
from the creek on Great Northern Hwy or call Youth Focus on 
08 6266 4333. We also run art at the school on Wednesdays 
and Fridays. When I’m not in Meeka I live down near Freman-
tle with my wife. I’m looking forward to getting to know Mee-
ka and working more with the young people here.  

Cheers, Zane.  

For more information on Youth Focus please visit 
www.youthfocus.com.au 

A NEW FACE IN TOWN 

http://www.youthfocus.com.au
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UPCYCLING WORKSHOP 
Meeka Goes Green’s Upcycling Workshops are back. On 
the 4th of July we were introduced to Macramé by 
Elaine, our incredibly patient teacher. We made hang-
ing pot holders to be used to hang our gorgeous plants 
outside for a stylish looking patio. The hangers were 
simple yet hard to make. All it seemed to be was tying 
knots in string but we all asked ourselves which strings 

do we tie together, where do we put the knots, what 
kind of knot do we tie? Not long after we started we 
created some pieces of art we can all be proud of. 
Come along for next months workshop where Margie 
will be teaching us all about chalk paint and how we 
can use the paint to make our homes extra special or 
create gifts for our friends. 

Photos by Svenja Clare 
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HANDY RESOURCES 

At Meeka Goes Green we try and inspire people to live a 
more sustainable lifestyle. Be it through recycling your waste, 
upcycling materials, growing plants and food,  sharing excess 
with the community – there are lots of small every day things 
that we can all do to contribute to a healthier planet in the 
long run. 

But – don’t just look to us for inspiration! Luckily the internet 
is full of awesome websites, handy resources, videos, books, 
podcasts, articles, products and initiatives. Of course the in-
ternet also is full of very adorable but somewhat useless cat 
videos so here are a few of our favourites useful movies, 
websites and initiatives: 

Our Planet – a Netflix documentary series narrated by Sir 
David Attenborough. The cinematography of course is stun-
ning and the knowledge shared is as fascinating as with all his 
documentaries. This one is slightly different as it explores the 
different habitats of our planet (e.g. oceans, grasslands, rain-
forest etc) and also showcases how humans are impacting 
these habitats. It luckily also puts forward solutions so you’re 
left both awestruck and inspired. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photo from netflix.com 

Tomorrow – another movie about how humans have and are 
impacting the planet and what can be done about it and 
more importantly, what already is being done about it. A por-
trait of people all around the globe that are tackling our mod-
ern dilemmas with interesting and effective solutions. 

Milkwood – their book (available at the library or online) and 
their website milkwood.net are full with great How To’s, in-
spirations and ideas for living a more sustainable life. They’re 
a permaculture farm in Tasmania which of course is quite 
different from our hot and dusty Midwest town here but a lot 
of the skills and articles are still very relevant. 

Josh’s House  - this one is slightly closer to home compared 
to Tassy: Josh Byrne (ABC Gardening Australia presenter) 

lives in Freo and has built this 10 star energy efficient house 
and garden. Best of all he’s made all his plans publicly availa-
ble on joshshouse.com.au along with handy videos and more 
resources. If you’re looking at upgrading your house then 
have a look at this. 

Planet Ark – This Australian not for profit has been around 
since 1992, educating people and organisations and helping 
reduce their impact on the environment. Their website plan-
etark.org has heaps of ideas on greening your household, 
inspiration for teachers and kids and positive actions for your 
workplace.  

1 Million Women – another Australian organisation that was 
launched somewhat more recently in 2009 with the goal of 
empowering women to act on climate change through their 
everyday life actions. Their website and social media feed is 
brimming with great ideas and how-to’s and even better: 
they now have an app that gives you a daily dose of small do-
able ideas. From recommending plastic free soap, recipes on 
how to cook soup, walking you through a home energy audit 
to talking about solar panels. If you’re a bloke you can of 
course be a rebel and also download their app. They probably 
won’t mind. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo from https://peppermintmag.com/1-million-women/  

Podcasts – putting on a podcast whilst driving the long trip to 
Perth or Gero or doing housework is great. Here are some 
recommendations: 

• Think Sustainability – an Australian podcast on (you 
guessed it) sustainability 

• All the Dirt – another Australian podcast on (you might 
guess it!) gardening 

• Sustainababble – a hilarious podcast from the UK “for 
and by the confused” 

PIP – an Australian podcast on permaculture and heaps of 
different topics 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Photo from https://2ser.com/thinksustainability/  
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Take 3 for the Sea – whilst Meeka isn’t quite shore bound 
most of us do pop to Gero or Perth every now and again and 
might partake in a stroll along the beach. Take 3 for the Sea is 
a very simple and yet effective campaign: every time you’re 
at the beach pick up 3 pieces of plastic or rubbish and put it 
in the bin. If enough people do this every time they’re at the 
beach it adds up to a whole lot of plastic being saved from 
going down a dolphin’s snout (do they have snouts or noses? 
Beaks? No definitely not beaks.) Of course we don’t have to 

be at the beach and could 
easily do it on the footpath 
in the Main Street where it 
appears some people seem 
to have trouble seeing the 
bright orange rubbish bins. 
Maybe in Meeka town we’ll 
just call it “Take four off the 

floor”? “Take two on the way to Cue”? (not referring to road-
ies). Or maybe “Bend down for the town”? (Probably not this 
one).  

Precious Plastics – another great initiative that provides blue-
prints for machines that can shred and melt plastics and then 
mould it into shape. You can make bowls and planters out of 
bottle tops for example! Anyone keen to put their tinkering 
caps on and build these machines so we can do our own recy-
cling in town? The info is available on preciousplastic.com  

 

If you have favourite books, websites or podcasts that have 
helped you live a more sustainable life we’re all ears! 

You can leave a post on Facebook/meekagoesgreen, send us 
an email at meekagoesgreen@gmail.com or pop into the 
Recycling Centre on Railway Street Saturdays 9-11am. 
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BLAST FROM THE PAST!  
DUST ARTICLE FROM JULY 2000 
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The Meekatharra Seventh 

Day Adventist Church 

(McCleary Street) invites 

you to join us in a weekly 

service for all ages from 

10am Saturday mornings 

 

Open Daily 6.00am—9.00pm 

Catering for your special function? Email us for a quote on book-

ings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au 

or call on 99811253 

mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
mailto:bookings@meekatharraaccomodation.com.au
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Please ensure whilst exer- 

cising your dog to pick up 

any waste and dispose of 

in the bins provided. 

FREE Waste Bags are now 

available from the Shire 

Office. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

July 2020 
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun 

29 

Yoga 6pm  

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

30 

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

1 

Indoor Cricket 6pm  

 

2 

Motivated in Meeka 

5:30pm 

 

3 

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

4 

Meeka Goes Green 

9am-11am 

Upcycling Workshop 

11am 

5 

 

6 

Geraldton Sheriff  

Yoga 6pm  

Motivated in Meeka  

6:30am 

7 

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

Fair Game at the 

Youth Centre 

 

8 

Indoor Cricket 6pm 

Fair Game at the 

Youth Centre  

 

9 

Geraldton Sheriff  

Vince Catania MLA  

Motivated in Meeka 

5:30pm 

Fair Game at the 

Youth Centre 

10 

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

11 

Meeka Goes Green 

9am-11am 

CRC Markets 

9:30am 

12 

 

13 

Yoga 6pm  

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

14 

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

 

 

15 

Indoor Cricket 6pm 

Murchison Youth 

Sports Carnival  

 

16 

Motivated in Meeka 

5:30pm 

 

 

17 

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

18 

Meeka Goes Green 

9am-11am 

Ordinary Council 

Meeting 

19 

 

20 

Yoga 6pm  

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

21 

ICDC Visit 

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

22 

Indoor Cricket 6pm 

  

23 

Motivated in Meeka 

5:30pm 

 

 

24 

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

 

 

25 

Meeka Goes Green 

9am-11am 

26 

 

27 

Yoga 6pm  

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

28 

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

29 

Indoor Cricket 6pm  

 

30 

Motivated in Meeka 

5:30pm 

 

31 

Motivated in Meeka 

6:30am 

1 

Meeka Goes Green 

9am-11am 

2 

 


